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Solution: Revolution 5.29.11            www.oakbrookchurch.com        Morgan Young 
 
After the last 4 weeks of this SOLUTION series, we can only do one thing for most of 
today’s: CELEBRATE! 
 
Church—we have allowed God to do some amazing things through us these last 
weeks—and the leadership of Oakbrook is so incredibly PROUD of what we are doing. 
 
So many things have gone on in our community through little platoons of Oakies that 
we wanted to share these stories with everyone. These are the stories of what God 
has done. And I tell these stories in the spirit of Psalm 145:6-7 nlt 
 
Your awe-inspiring deeds will be on every tongue; 
      I will proclaim your greatness. 
 7 Everyone will share the story of your wonderful goodness; 
      they will sing with joy about your righteousness.   
 
Last week was LOVE WEEK. There were serving projects all over the area—and let’s 
celebrate through this recap: 
 
KOKOMO URBAN OUTREACH 
 Estimated $4,000 in man hours was volunteered! 
 
This is how it was done: 
 
1) Neighborhood Bike Repair at Riley Modern Estates. Monty Sanders, our music 
dir, was there w/his small group. He thought EVERY BIKE in the entire neighborhood 
showed to be fixed ;-) 
 
They fixed around 25 bikes! They even made a run to Wal-mart to get some parts 
they needed. Not wanting to turn anyone away, they worked past the job deadline 
til after 8pm when the rain came. The people were so appreciative and wondered 
when they’d be back! 
 
2) We helped out with THREE Neighborhood Cookouts.  
 This is where a group of people go into a lower income neighborhood, set up 
to cook & serve free food and provide games for kids. These cookouts serve 
1,000 meals around Kokomo EVERY WEEK. 
 
At one of the locations, a lady came back up after eating and asked if she could take 
some extra napkins. She said she tears them into fourths, so that her family can use 
them as toilette tissue. 
 
3) We helped out with the Food Pantry. 
 Last Sunday we brought in between 4-5 tons of food!  
Oakbrook is BY FAR KUO’s largest single contributor to their food pantry! 
 
When Jason Braun asked how the recent letter carrier food drive did, they said it 
didn’t even compare with Oakbrook’s impact. 
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We got a call from KUO on Thursday saying they set a record yesterday serving 79 
families in one day. They have served over 130 meals before the week was out.  
 
She just wanted us to know that if we had not been there with a delivery, they would 
have had to turn families away. 
 
And in the wake of that great story of our providing food, is the fact that within a 
week, HALF of that food will be gone. And a week or two later…all will be gone. 
 
They are taking on 30 new families to feed each month… 
 
4) We cleaned the kitchen and painted their dining hall that feed HUNDREDS of 
people every Sunday. 
 
5) We completely cleaned out and overhauled the Food Pantry Garage where food 
& donated items are stored. 
 
6) We cleaned a Neighborhood of Hope trailer used to prepare hundreds of meals 
in low income neighborhoods every Sunday. 
 (end of KUO) 
 
7) We cleaned & organized the Kokomo Crisis Center’s warehouse. 
 They store and resell items from this location. Funds go toward food and 
helping people with utilities and home repair. They also give items to people in need 
going through tough times. 
 
8) We helped get the YMCA’s Camp Tycony ready for their summer season and 
completed projects at the Y’s Childcare Development Center. 
 
CAM CENTER (helps homeless—the only place where a homeless family can all stay 
together) 
 
9) We painted CAM’s kitchen. 
 
10) Ripped down a plaster-lath ceiling…and replaced it with drywall! 
 
11) Overhauled one of their bathrooms complete w/new flooring.  
 
12) We went to UCT ball park and painted their fences to help them get ready to 
host a state tournament. 
 
13) A group went to Kokomo Rescue Mission to remove wallpaper and paint. They 
had so many people show up there that they got projects done that weren’t even on 
the list. 
 
14) On the 15th, 48 donors registered to give blood at the blood drive in our Village. 
That included 10 first-time donors! 
 
15) One of our guys—you might know him—tall skinny guy, Mark Malin—showed up 
downtown to help plant flowers for the Kokomo Downtown Association.  
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Almost all of the people there who knew him asked, “What are you doing here?” 
The reason they asked that is pretty much only the people who have a vested 
interest in downtown (business owners) ever show up to help downtown. 
 
Time out (disclaim). There were people signed up to serve downtown. In  
all the Saturday serving projects, we had no-shows. In fact, about HALF of people 
signed up for a serving project, didn’t show up… 
 
But—everything got done. Why? Because people worked hard and some worked 
longer. EVERYTHING we as a church obligated ourselves to, got done. /// 
 
Some SMALL GROUP ACTIVITIES… 
 
1) One small group served at a fundraiser for the Brantley family who recently lost 
their daughter. 
 
2) One group helped make Easter Baskets for 300 children at KUO. 
 
3) One group took supplies and food to Howard Haven because their budget ran out 
before the month ran out. 
 
4) And right now--there happen to be a handful of older wise & wonderful couples in 
our church going through tough health issues---several small groups have 
helped—sometimes forcing themselves on these proud couples—helping them 
with spring cleaning-- inside and outside of homes they’re struggling to keep up 
with. 
 
(Church being the church…) 
 
And who knows how many other small group stories have happened in the past few 
weeks that I don’t even know about… 
 
PERSONAL STORIES 
 
1) When Monty was fixing bikes, the Holy Spirit brought to his attention that there 
was a lot of fixing going on, but not a lot of relational interaction.  
 
So when a woman brought up a bike in rough shape—he got to know her. Asked 
about how things were going. Got to know her story of how she and her husband 
had to gone from gainfully employed to barely making it.  
 
And so he and his group are going to build on that relationship, because Monty 
followed a whisper of the Spirit. And they’re going to “adopt” that family and see 
how they can more holistically serve and minister to them. 
 
2) Judi Townsend goes to Oakbrook and works at Kokomo Center Schools. She has 
a relational tie with a sorority sister whose husband is a pastor in Alabama—near 
where the first round of devastating tornados attacked. 
 
So she responded to what God had put in front of her. And so she orchestrated 
us getting involved in helping. Thanks to us bringing in personal hygiene items 
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etc., we were able to send a 500lb palate of supplies to Alabama—and Fed X even 
shipped it fro FREE. 
 
Here’s a note Judi got from her friend, 
 
“Dear Judi, thank you so much for all the things you have done for us here in the 
South. I have never seen such devastation. One of the towns that we have been 
working in—they just brought in earth movers and leveled the whole town. Many of 

these people are literally starting from scratch. We have been preparing food, 
cleaning debris, working at shelters and setting up supply warehouses.  

 
This disaster has truly allowed us to be the hands and feet of Christ. We have been 
able to apply the lessons that we’ve learned in church, in tangible ways. We will soon 

move into the rebuilding stage and if you have a group that wants to come and help, 
let me know. You guys are such a blessing.” 
 
So this past week, Judi has met with Gretchen Lee, the person who put us on the 
map figuring out how to send serving teams to Haiti—to see if we can send a team 
or teams down south in the near future. 
 
3) Then there’s 21 year old Drew Larison. You’ve seen him play drums here, also 
runs lights, helps out in OSM etc. After seeing our “Clean Water Sunday” he’s 
leveraged his social media skills and so far raised $2,260 for a well for 
Charitywater.org. 29 people so far have donated as little as $1 to as much as $300.  
 
If you want to help him his site is:  mycharitywater.org/oneweek  
 
4) You know Aubri Colescott. She’s our singer with the “Aretha Franklin / Adele” 
pipes!  
 
After experiencing our “Clean Water service” she and her husband Brent are 
sensing the whisper of the Holy Spirit to go big and try to raise $100,000 with a 
benefit concert to save thousands of people from the diseases of unsafe water. 
 
They’re talking about it w/a local entrepreneur/developer and shooting for New Years 
Eve. She’s trying to take the gifts she and her musician friends have and place them 
on the alter and see how God might use them. 
 
Can you imagine all the people who don’t want to get blasted on New Years Eve, 
coming together to change the world? 
 
Better yet—can you imagine God using every one of us in a Monty Sanders, Judi 
Townsend, Drew Larison, Aubri & Brent Colescott kind of way?... 
Now that’s a movement. More than just an hour-on Sunday-church—that’s a 
movement. /// 
 
(SELAH) 
 
And now—on behalf of the Management Team—I just want to thank you for allowing 
us to have the BEST MEETING WE HAVE EVER HAD!!! Why? 
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Because last week on “tithe Sunday” this church, gave over & above our weekly 
operating expenses…an additional $24,412!!!  
 
And so Mark, Ronda, Karl Stoneking, Jason Braun, Jason Lee and myself got to sit 
around our usual Tuesday table and have the unusual humbling opportunity to 
figure how to distribute over $24,000 to be the SOLUTION to people in need! 
 
$5,000 is going to build a kitchen to feed orphans at the Heart 2 Heart orphanage 
that we partner with in Haiti. 
 
$5,000 will be added to the $5,000 that was already pledged—to build a $10,000 10-
person home for a hard working Christian mother in the Village of Koupon, Haiti. 
 
$5,000 is going to build a well through CharityWater.org and we’ll get real GPS 
coordinates and be able to see where water-born diseases are being defeated. 
 
$5,000 is going to build a filtration system to decontaminate the water that 
almost took out Jason Braun’s eye at Heart 2 Heart orphanage. 
 
And on top of the donated blood, and the many thousands of dollars worth of 
food and serving projects that are impacting local people—we have over $4,000 to 
put into play locally. 
 
(Grace umbrella—“The Love Truck” idea…) 
 
As I have poured over all the things we have done in our community this month,  
I am overwhelmed.  
I am humbled.  
I am proud.  
I am excited.  
I am encouraged.  
I am blessed.  
I am hopeful.  
I am fortunate to count you brothers and sisters in Christ. 
 
And as the leadership has seen how we have responded to be the Solution in this 
series--- we have the strong sense that God has birthed a MOVEMENT of 
compassion in our church… That we are on the beginning of a journey of being 
hands and feet of Christ—locally & globally—the like, we have never been 
before! 
 
So let this next song be our prayer. Let these lyrics be our prayer: 
 
 “This city, Lord it is yours, 
So break our hearts 
For the people who are far from you. 
Teach us to love the way you loved us, Lord. 
Send us out—pour out your fire and flow through our lives.” 
 
And let us celebrate how God has used us during this song. Let these lyrics be our 
celebration: 
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 “The heart in my chest, it is beating so fast 
I can hardly contain all the hope in my veins, 
As I see you alive in the city, Lord. 
Arise like the sun shining bright 
We see darkness and light run.” 
 
And let us put Christ in the center of our serving during this song.  
And let us plead for God to make a movement of this church—a people on 
mission for Christ, to be the solution, physically and spiritually.  
 
This is a song sung to God and it is called “This City is Yours.” 
 
((( song ))) 
 
I want to talk about the power of Christ.  
 
I want to talk about the power of Christ so that we absolutely understand that 
whatever compassionate initiatives we go after, will NOT be successful under our 
own power. 
 
In other words, if we think that this movement of being the Solution will sustain 
itself, based on our efforts—we’re fooling ourselves. 
 
In and of ourselves, we can do serving projects here and there. We can do 
something this month. 
 
But to LIVE lives marked by compassionate actions---to LIVE lives where we 
regularly do or provide for people in need, in the natural rhythms of our life—can 
only be sustained by Christ in us. 
 
John 15:5-8 says 
 
 “Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in me, and I in them, 
will produce much fruit. For apart from me you can do nothing. 6 Anyone who does 
not remain in me is thrown away like a useless branch and withers. Such branches 
are gathered into a pile to be burned. 7 But if you remain in me and my words 
remain in you, you may ask for anything you want, and it will be granted! 8 When 
you produce much fruit, you are my true disciples. This brings great glory to my 
Father.” John 15:5-8 nlt 
 
Why did Jesus say, “Apart from me you can do nothing?” 
 
I mean really, do we need Jesus to help us clean a KUO garage? Or to build a well? 
The answer is YES—we need Jesus when we do the simplest act of compassion. 
 
Why? Because what Christ is doing is redeeming the world. It’s never feeding 
someone just for hunger’s sake, but for Christ’s sake. 
 
God’s plans require the intersection of the physical and the spiritual. His plan is  
never just about a meal,  
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never just about cleaning a garage 
never just about fixing a bike. 
Never just about clean water. 
 
That’s a “just” gospel—and that’s just incomplete. 
 
When we are the Solution we are living, not a “just gospel” but a “So that” Gospel. 
 
                    Christ died so that our life could be redeemed. 
      He redeemed our life so that we could be the solution. 
        We are the solution so that people can be drawn to Christ. 
                                      so that their lives can be redeemed. 
                                      so that they can be the solution. 
                                      so that more people can be drawn to Christ… 
      and so on…and so on… 
 
When we are the compassionate solution, we are entering into a plan to redeem the 
world—to redeem people—physically AND spiritually. 
 
You maybe thinking, “I thought we were talking about compassion—you’re talking 
about evangelism—sharing the faith.” 
 
Evangelism and compassion---sharing Christ and being the hands & feet of Christ are 
NOT SEPARATE. They are links in the same chain. 
 
In other words: 
 
Just offering living water to someone without offering them clean water isn’t that 
compassionate. 
 
Just offering clean water to someone without considering if they know the love of 
Christ, isn’t that loving… 
(elaborate—not forcing Christ, maybe pray w/o ceasing…)  
 
(SELAH) 
 
It is Christ IN US that is the fuel to sustain a life of compassion. Only Christ can 
sustain a movement. “Apart from me you can do nothing.” 
 
And Christ is the end-game—Christ is the goal of compassion.  
Christ is the beginning the middle and the end of compassion! 
 
It is a “so that” gospel 
 
                    Christ died so that our life could be redeemed. 
    He redeemed our life so that we could be the solution. 
       We are the solution so that people can be drawn to Christ. 
                                      so that their lives can be redeemed. 
                                      so that they can be the solution. 
                                      so that more people can be drawn to Christ… 
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Our little or big act of compassion is a little puzzle piece of God redeeming the 
world—physically…spiritually! 
 
I love what the great Oswald Chambers said: 
 
“You did not do anything to achieve your salvation,  

but you must do something to exhibit it.” (May 15) 
 
Being the Solution to those in need starts with Christ being the Solution for the 
natural separation that exists between God and us. 
 
Paul said in Romans: 
If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God 
raised Him from the dead, you will be saved…For “Everyone who calls on the name of 
the Lord will be saved.” Romans 10:9,13 nlt 
 
If you’re unsure whether you are in a relationship with Christ. I’ll give you a moment 
to look at this verse. And to pray to God from your heart and in your own words. 
 
(SELAH) 
 
And because Christ is the beginning, the middle, and the end of compassion—we 
are going to come to the communion table. (In fact in every series we do from now 
on, we’re going to take communion.) 
 
I’m going to read this perfect passage for today, from one of my favorite authors—to 
get us ready to take communion: 
 
“On the night he was betrayed, Jesus led a Passover meal unlike any other. He took 
the bread and the cup and connected these symbols with himself. He told them 
to ‘do this’ in remembrance of me.’ 
 
The ‘do this’ is understood to be the taking of the bread and the cup as the body and 
blood of Christ. 
 
So we take it and we taste. We reflect and remember. We sing and we pray. We take 
part in this 2,000 year old ritual. Some of us “do this” in a church service, … and 
some with a small group of friends… 
 
We do this in remembrance of Jesus because the ritual moves us. It changes us. It 
humbles us, it brings us together. 
 
Just try to do this with someone you are not speaking to. You’ll end up reconciling 
or at least speaking or at least being more understanding and more 
compassionate. 
 
But what if Jesus meant something else—something beyond the ritual?  
 
What if he was talking about our actually enacting what the ritual is all about over 
and over, again and again, year after year?  
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What if the ‘do this’ he primarily meant wasn’t the ritual he was leading the 
disciples through at that moment. What if the ‘do this’ was his whole way of life? 
 
He has chosen the path of descent; he comes into Jerusalem on a donkey, not a 
horse, 
 
with children, not soldiers, 
 
weeping, 
 
humble, 
 
and he dies, 
 
naked, 
 
bleeding, 
 
thirsty, 
 
alone. 
 
Maybe that’s what he means when he says, ‘Do this in remembrance of me.’ The ‘do 
this’ part is our lives. Opening ourselves up to the mystery of resurrection, open for 
the liberation of others, allowing our bodies to be broken and our blood to be 
poured, discovering our (compassion). Listening. And going. 
 
Because we do this in remembrance of him, 
 
The world will never be the same; 
 
We will never be the same.” 

(Rob Bell, Jesus Wants to Save Christians, pgs 180-181) 
 
(SELAH) 
 
In a moment I invite you to make your way to the different communion stations in 
the auditorium. We simply ask that you take this if you are in a relationship with 
Christ. Take whenever you’re ready. 
 
If you prayed to God for your salvation a few minutes ago---I invite you to come 
down here and I’d be glad to meet you or pray with you. 
 
((( communion ))) 
 
 
 
 
 


