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Series: US   We Make it Public   NewHopeFlora.com      Morgan Young 6.14.15 

 
 

We’re in the second week of our new series called US. 

It’s a series all about our core values as a church.  

 
We’re going to dig in to the non-negotiables that we’re going to be dedicated to, that 

we’ll never skimp on, and that we’ll do everything short of sin, to accomplish. 

 
Last week Mark Malin taught out of Matthew 28  

 

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make 
disciples of all nations…” 

 

And so that means we aren’t people who just come to church,  

but we ARE the church. 
 We are a movement. 

  We are community shapers. 

 
And every day, we should get out of bed, put our feet on the floor, knowing that 

wherever we go, whatever we do, we are the church.  

 
WE are God’s PLAN A—and there’s NOT a PLAN B! 

 

SELAH 

 
And today’s core value is: WE MAKE IT PUBLIC  

 

The gospel is too good and too important to be kept private.  
We embody God’s intentions for the world in the way that we live our lives.  

 

So we invite everyone to see who Jesus is.  
We do it through our words and our actions. 

 

SELAH 

 
Before we dig into this, I want to acknowledge that the reason this room looks the 

way it does is all about this core value—because this core value is all about reaching 

people who aren’t into Jesus. 
 

People who aren’t into Jesus don’t naturally like rooms like this room used to look.  

Know why?  

Because they don’t like stuff that looks churchy— 
it makes them feel uncomfortable.  

 

You go out and find me 20 people that aren’t into Jesus and get them into this 
room—you know what they’ll think? 
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“This is cool.” 

 
Why? Because it doesn’t look like a traditional church.  

As church people, one of the hardest things for us to do---is come to grips with the 

reality that most of what we do isn’t for church people.  

 
I’m always reminding myself that Jesus didn’t die so that I could be comfortable—but 

so lost people could come into the family of God and live life to the full. 

 
So everything we do rests on this core value that WE MAKE IT PUBLIC, because we 

have been commissioned to reach people who aren’t into Jesus—it’s all about the 

Great Commission! 
 

SELAH 

 

In your notes: There’s __WORK__ to be done. 
 

He said to his disciples, “The harvest is great, but the workers are few. 38 So pray to 

the Lord who is in charge of the harvest; ask him to send more workers into his 
fields.”        Matthew 9:37-38 NLT 

 

Making it public is WORK—Jesus said it was. And when He said “send more workers 
into the field,” WE are the answer to that prayer! 

 

WE are the workers. And what’s the field?  

Wherever you are!  
Home, school, work, ballpark, swim lessons. 

 

 
Notes: __WE__ are the workers. 

 

  Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given all authority in heaven 
and on earth. 19 Therefore, (YOU) go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 20 Teach these new 

disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with 

you always, even to the end of the age.”           
Matthew 28:18-20 NLT 

 

If you want to know what it is to be a Christ follower—zero in on the VERBS—the 
ACTION WORDS! 

 

“Go” and “Make” 

 
To “go” is to MOVE and “make” is to DO 

 

So MAKING IT PUBLIC is active—it’s going and doing.  
 

Jesus used verbs, action words when He told us how to make it public. 
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Let’s look at Matthew 9:9-13  
 

As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at his tax 

collector’s booth. “Follow me and be my disciple,” Jesus said to him. So Matthew got 

up and followed him. 
10 Later, Matthew invited Jesus and his disciples to his home as dinner guests, along 

with many tax collectors and other disreputable sinners. 11 But when the Pharisees 

saw this, they asked his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with such scum?[a]” 
 

12 When Jesus heard this, he said, “Healthy people don’t need a doctor—sick people 

do.” … For I have come to call not those who think they are righteous, but those who 
know they are sinners.”  

Matthew 9:9-13 NLT 

 

I think it’s interesting as we look at Jesus’ life in the Gospels, we don’t find Him 
initially inviting unbelievers to Synagogue. 

 

Jesus is hanging out with unbelievers  
at a party 

on the street 

at a well 
at their job 

in the world. 

 

So a big part of making it public is to work at it,  
out in public,  

as we build relationships. 

 
 

Notes: __JESUS__ works too. 

 
I have other sheep, too, that are not in this sheepfold. I must bring them also. They 

will listen to my voice, and there will be one flock with one shepherd.   

     John 10:16 

 
 

Here we get into the mystery--the mysticism of our faith.  

 
We are the workers, yet in this passage we see that Jesus is the Shepherd—HE’s 

bringing in lost people.  

 

 
You and I are building relationships with people who don’t know Jesus. 

 

We may even be the one who leads them into accepting Jesus as their Lord and 
Savior—but Jesus draws them. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+9%3A9-13&version=NLT#fen-NLT-23367a
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Like so much of our faith, there are things for us to do and things only God can do—

and together we have this kind of mystical partnership. 
 

And where it says, “there will be one flock with one shepherd” means that it’s not 

about Jew or non-Jew. 

In Christ’s family we’re simply one.  
 

And historically, this is where we get the idea of equality.  

 
Lot’s of people outside of faith are fighting for all people to be treated fairly and with 

dignity—and that whole idea started on this planet with Jesus! 

Everyone having value, was and is God’s idea! 
 

 

Notes: Jesus is __THE ONLY WAY__. 

 
Jesus told him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can come to the Father 

except through me.   John 14:6 NLT 

 
So when we make it public, it’s just about ONE THING: Jesus! 

Not Jesus +church 

Not Jesus +works 
Not Jesus +tithing 

 

When we make it public, it’s about Jesus… 

 
He is the only One who can pay for our sins.  

The only One who can forgive us.  

The only One who can lead us.  
The only One who can bring us into the family of God. 

 

 
Notes: We’re __NOT ALONE__. 

 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my 

witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”    

Acts 1:8 NLT 

 
 

Alright, so we’re the workers and we’re in the field. 

 

We’re God’s PLAN A for spreading the gospel to the ends of the earth…BUT… 
 

All the while, the Holy Spirit is living IN US! 

 
So many times when people ask me about sharing their faith, I default to those two 

mysterious and powerful words:  
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Holy Spirit. 

 
Here’s what’s going on:  

Jesus is drawing people to Himself.  

He’s using US as we build relationships,  

and the Holy Spirit is translating! 
 

(Personal story) 

 
 

Notes: We have to __SAY IT__. 

 
But how can they call on him to save them unless they believe in him? And how can 

they believe in him if they have never heard about him? And how can they hear 

about him unless someone tells them? 15 And how will anyone go and tell them 

without being sent? That is why the Scriptures say, “How beautiful are the feet of 
messengers who bring good news!”           

Romans 10:14-15 NLT 

 
I LOVE passages like this! Why? Because people say the Bible is hard to understand, 

but passages like this, are Forrest Gump-proof ;-) 

 
How can people call on Jesus unless they believe? 

How can they believe if they haven’t heard? 

How can they hear unless someone tells them? 

 
This step is so huge, so critical. Do you know why? 

 

Because sometimes we think we can just pray someone into salvation. 
 

Sometimes we think if we’ll just do some  

compassionate acts of service  
and that people will just KNOW we’re Christians  

and they’ll catch Jesus from us, kinda like we catch a cold. 

 

Sometimes, we think we just don’t have the gift of words or know enough Bible so 
we better just leave this part to someone like Todd Yoder or the hired-gun pastor. 

 

But this simple, tough questions remains:  
How will they believe if they haven’t heard? 

 

How will this person that you know—how will he/she believe if you never tell them? 

 
We have to say it. 

 

SELAH 
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ONE way to “say it” is by telling your story—in a really concise way. Let me show 

you—here’s my story: 
 

<<<  tell MY STORY  >>> 

 

You know what? I had to think about and write down my story so that I could 
understand it and so I could share it without boring people to death! 

 

Your story is so important to people who aren’t into Jesus. 
Know why? 

 

Because they probably don’t care about Jesus’s story yet. 
Because they probably don’t believe the Bible is the Word of God yet. 

 

On the front side of making it public, your story, to your friends, might be the most 

credible thing they can hear. 
 

If you start asking people how they came to Christ, most people will start with 

someone’s name. 
 

Assignment this week:  

KNOW your story. SHARE your story (spouse, friend etc) about 3 min.  
 

SELAH 

 

Set up Roman’s Road 

 

 

3:23 For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious standard.  

 

6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life through Christ 

Jesus our Lord.  

 

10:13 For “Everyone who calls on the name of the LORD will be saved.”  

 
<<< HAVE FUN W/IT ;-) “3:23, 6:23, 10:13” >>> 

 

SELAH 
 

A while back I was reading this out-of-print devotional by Bill Bright—an amazing 

man who founded Campus Crusade for Christ. 

 
I read this question that got stuck in my soul, the same way a stubborn popcorn hull 

gets caught in your teeth. 

 
The question was: Is your faith worth sharing? 
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The question wasn’t: 

 
Do you 100% believe in God? 

 Do you know you’ll go to heaven? 

  Are you avoiding sin? 

   Are you pretty-much a good person? 
 

It was, “Is your faith worth sharing?” 

 
There’s this reality about how we’re wired:  things that interest, captivate, excite 

us—come spilling out of us. 

 
We don’t need post-it notes or to-do lists to remind us to share things we’re excited 

about—they just come out of us! 

 

Chad Gehab is passionate about the Cubs and sports of all kinds. You know how I 
know?  

It naturally flows into his Instagram account. 

 
He’s also passionate about the church. 

7 out of his last 30 pictures are of our 2 campuses. 

 
 

So if I creeped on your social media accounts, or followed you around for a week,  

what would I see that naturally flows out of you? 

 
This is such an important question—because a faith worth sharing, leaks—we can’t 

stop it from coming out! 

 
 

Lately are you leaking about the paint color on the ceiling or how much light is or 

isn’t in our auditorium? 
 

Are you leaking things about what God is doing in your life? 

 

Are you leaking with excitement because we designed this room for that person you 
know that you’re trying to get to try New Hope just one time?!  

 

Here’s what I know in my life:  
 

The degree to which I naturally share about God and church is directly related to the 

health of my personal relationship with Jesus. 

 
So if I’m finding fault with everything… 

the problem probably isn’t everything. 
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And likewise, when I’m excited for all people, when I’m excited for the church and 

where it’s going… 
that’s always because I’m in a good place with Jesus. 

 

 

So look at your leaks… 
 Are you complaining? Are you finding plenty wrong? 

 

Or 
 Are you excited for people?  

Excited for how God is moving in your life,  

in our community  
and in the world?  

 

And these things matter! 

because it’s almost impossible to  
make our faith public  

if we don’t feel like our faith is worth sharing. 

 
And likewise… 

when our faith feels like it IS worth sharing,  

there’s no way can keep from making it public! 
 

 

<<< Penn Jillette video:  

 He’s an atheist, “proselytize” means to share your faith >>> 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6md638smQd8 

 

Did you pick up on how the Christ follower’s words and actions made an impact on 
Penn? It wasn’t just his words—it was his demeanor, his countenance, something 

unique about his eye contact. 

 
How many times did Penn say, “He was a very good man?”  

His genuineness, authenticity, compassion made an impact. 

 

And how about these powerful words from an atheist: 
 

“If you believe there’s a heaven and a hell and you’re not going to tell someone 

because you feel socially awkward…how much do you have to hate somebody to 
believe everlasting life is possible and not tell them?” 

 

SELAH 

 
Maybe one of the most profound reasons we should make it pubic, is because 

someone or some people did it for us. 

 
God used someone in our life to speak the message of Jesus into US. Jesus found us,  

because someone dared to engage us in conversation. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6md638smQd8


9 
 

 

Jesus found us and so now sin and shame are done  
and there is no death for us—because someone spoke Jesus into us. 

 

And now God has commissioned us to do so for others. 

 
<<< song: “You Found Me” >>> 

 

<<< Chad close >>> 
 

 

 
 

 

 


