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US wk 4  We Live Open Handed   NewHopeFlora.org      
7.5.15 Morgan Young 

 
 

US = Core Values series…as we come together…non-negotiables.  
 
Wk 1 was: WE MAKE IT PUBLIC: 

 
The gospel is too good and too important to be kept private.  

We embody God’s intentions for the world in the way that we live our lives.  
 
Everything about how we act and what we say should be attractive to people who 

aren’t into Jesus. 
 

SELAH 
 
Last week our 2nd core value was: WE ALL DO SOMETHING: 

 
The church is a movement of people who are so curious about who Jesus is and so 

compelled by what He’s doing that we have to take action.  We all have a part to 
play in accomplishing the mission of the church. 

 
1.) We looked at Moses conversation with God… 
 

2.) We looked at the apostles, how they were unschooled ordinary men… 
(Ben: Greek for “ordinary” was “idiotes” where we get the word IDIOTS) 

 
3.) Why do we all do something? Because 

God uses imperfect people to work His perfect plan. 

 
(1 Peter 2:9-10) Priesthood of all Believers: We are all priests… 

 
SELAH 
 

Today’s core value is: WE LIVE OPEN HANDED: 
We don’t cling tightly to our resources, time and giftedness. God gave it all to us for 

the good of us all. 
 
And even though this core value is about our resources, time and giftedness, we’re 

going to focus on the resources part of it today. 
 

But before I do that, I want to show you what I am responsible to do: 
 
Preach the word of God. Be prepared, whether the time is favorable or not. 

Patiently correct, rebuke, and encourage your people with good teaching. 
2 Timothy 4:2 NLT 

 
I’m sharing this passage so that we understand that my job, as God defines it, is to 
patiently correct, rebuke (sharp criticism) and encourage you with good teaching. 
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What that means is my teaching should be about what God says,  
not what I think. 

 
It also means if there are things we need to grow in as a church,  

I need to address those things and teach through them. 
 
And I’m laying this foundation right now, for the simple fact that pretty much no 

one wants to hear a message about their money, right? 
 

 (Apologize to for visitors…) 
(Pray for, ask for openness) 
 

God talked about money and generosity quite a bit. 
These words are found in the Bible (aprox) this many times: 

 
Believe = 272 
Pray = 371 

Love = 714 
Give = 2,162 

 
 

We’re going to talk about a tithe today.  
And the main verse churches use when talking about a tithe is from the Old 
Testament, in the book of Malachi. 

 
One of the main objections you’ll often hear in churches about tithes goes 

something like this: 
 
“The tithe is Old Testament. We’re under grace now, so that doesn’t apply.”  

 
And they may go as far as to say,  

“It’s up to everyone to give as they want because it’s all grace.” 
 
What’s interesting is, people will only talk this way about money. 

They won’t talk this way about other Old Testament concepts like: 
 

“Serve or volunteer if you want to, we’re under grace now,  
So, if you don’t want to serve, that’s cool.” 

 

“You know, you don’t have to be fully devoted to God—we’re under grace now, so 
just be as devoted as you want to.” 

 
We would never say those things. Yet we sometimes say this about money. 
 

SELAH 
 

Let me get more Scriptural, in terms of validating the Old Testament. 
 
Every time Jesus quoted Scripture in the Gospels, including when He was rebuking 

Satan, He was quoting the Old Testament. 
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And every time Jesus was speaking about the Scriptures,  

He was referring to the Old Testament. 
 

And these are Jesus’ own words about the Old Testament: 
 
  

“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets (OT); I have not 
come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 18 For truly I tell you, until heaven and 

earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any 
means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished. 19 Therefore 
anyone who sets aside one of the least of these commands and teaches others 

accordingly will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and 
teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.” 

Matthew 5:17-19 NIV 
 
(Explain “I’ve not come to abolish…”) 

 
Secondly, Jesus said He came to “fulfill” the OT writings. Fulfill means “points to” 

Jesus.  
 

Real basic here: if the OT points to Jesus, if He is the fulfillment of it, and Jesus 
says that it’s valid until everything is accomplished, I’d say we should seriously 
consider OT teachings. 

 
TIMEOUT: 

There are times, in BOTH the Old and New Testaments where we make 
adjustments either because of grace or because the cultural has changed. 2 quick 
examples:  

 
Slavery. There are NT verses about slaves obey masters.  

So now, since the culture changed, we treat this passage differently than originally 
intended. 
 

Stoning. In OT it was the punishment for women who committed adultery. After 
Jesus doodled in the dirt and said, “He who is innocent chuck the first rock,” we 

now because of grace, we treat that verse differently than originally intended. /// 
 
Jesus quoted and told us to __practice the commands__ of the Old 

Testament. Matt 5:17-19 
 

SELAH 
 
First, I want us to understand that the book of Malachi in the OT is like a bridge 

between the OT and NT.  
 

It’s a story of people like us, who make poor decisions that jack-up our relationship 
with God—yet God keeps coming after us. 
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So Malachi, this prophet, reminded the Jews of ways they were doing things wrong, 
and one of those things they were doing wrong was withholding tithes. 

 
Malachi 3:10 says 

 
Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test 
me in this,” says the LORD Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the 

floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room 
enough to store it. 

Malachi 3:10 NIV 
 
Tithe simply means __ONE TENTH__. 

 
The storehouse in this context means the __PLACE WHERE YOU 

WORSHIP__. 
 
Technically, the storehouse was the place in the Temple where the tithes were kept, 

and the priests lived off of and the Temple functioned off of these gifts. 
 

The reason Malachi was preaching this passage, was because people weren’t 
tithing, and so because of lack of funds, the Temple (church) was unable to 

employee the Levites (aka: guys who ran the temple) so they had to get jobs, 
which took them away from their duties in the Temple (church). 
 

So this idea that the local expression of the church, being funded by the people who 
attend, giving 10%, is God’s idea. Not mine. Not man’s.  

 
God goes to the trouble to send a prophet to speak to His people about it. 
 

SELAH 
 

And check this out---God says to TEST HIM in tithing! 
 
This is a BIG deal. Because several other places in the Bible, it tells us NOT to test 

or tempt our God.  
 

And so only in this discipline of tithing, God says, “Test me!”  
 
Which again, speaks to the importance of this discipline in the eyes of God…He 

makes an exception about testing, when it comes to the tithe. 
 

SELAH 
 
But you know what we say about tithing?  

(I know because I didn’t used to be a tither.)  
 

We say, “I’ll tithe when I have more money...when I have enough money.” 
 
The truth is, we’ll never have enough money, right? 
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SELAH 
 

I’ve been doing church for 24 years. Here’s a story I’ve NEVER heard: 
 

“Let me tell ya…my wife and I started tithing.  
And ever since then, my finances have gotten worse.  
I started paying God, and so I’ve had to stop paying our utilities.” 

 
What I HAVE heard are stories that sound far-fetched and somewhat miraculous…  

(share our story) 
 
God says to __TEST HIM BY TITHING__.  Malachi 3:10 

 
SELAH 

 
Honor the LORD with your wealth, 
    with the firstfruits of all your crops; 
10 then your barns will be filled to overflowing, 
    and your vats will brim over with new wine. 

Proverbs 3:9-10 NIV 
 

So this was written when pretty everyone had to grow some kind of crop to survive. 
And the firstfruits, were just what it sounds like. 
 

They were the part of your crop that ripened first.  
 

And so why does God want the first part of our harvest?  
The first part of our paycheck? 
 

Because it’s about faith.  
It’s about trust.  

It’s about trusting that God will provide. 
 
There’s a lot of farmers around here. Think how crazy this sounds:  

 
Take the first part of your crop and give it to God.  

Then trust…trust that more rain won’t wipe out a bunch  
of what isn’t ripe yet! 
 

Or if you’re not a farmer, like most of us, you have a job:  
Write God a tithe check before you pay anything else. 

 
And see how this verse is so much like Malachi 3:10…if you give God your 
firstfruits, see if He doesn’t make sure you have all you need. 

 
We tithe our __FIRSTFRUITS, THE FIRST 10% OF OUR INCOME__. Prov 

3:9-10 
 
Are you starting to see that even though we’re talking about money, this is about 

much more than just money? 
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Are you seeing how money is tied to our trust in God? 

How money is tied to our faith in God? 
 

SELAH 
 
The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it. 

    The world and all its people belong to him. 
2 For he laid the earth’s foundation on the seas 

    and built it on the ocean depths. 
Psalm 24:1-2 NLT 
 

This a great “reminder” verse. Why? 
 

Because I fall into thinking, it’s: 
My car, 
 My house, 

  My ministry, 
   My motorcycle, 

    My money, 
     My stuff. Right? 

 
But God owns everything. He’s just letting me use His stuff. 
“The earth is the Lords, and everything in it”  

That means He’s the One who provides our income. 
 

So here’s how it really works: 
 
God owns it all. He gives us 100% of our income, and only __ASKS FOR 

10% BACK__. 
 

<<< “God’s Pies” video >>> 
http://www.worshiphousemedia.com/mini-movies/7379/god-pie 
 

“Dude, He brought zee pie!” ;-) 
 

God owns it all.  
He gives us 100% of our income.  

And only ASKS FOR 10% BACK. 

 
SELAH 

 
Ok, so we’ve been talking about tithing from the OT point of view, basically, 
because it’s one of the clearest pictures of giving that we have.  

 
Thousands of years ago, people could easily understand it, and today, we can easily 

understand it. 10% is easily understood. 
 
But let’s connect the OT with the NT writings on this subject. 

 

http://www.worshiphousemedia.com/mini-movies/7379/god-pie
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When we connect the Old and New Testaments we find that  
the OT is a stepping stone to the New. 

 
And generally that step into the NT is deeper or steeper. 

 
What do I mean? 
 

“You have heard that it was said (OT), ‘You shall not commit adultery.’  
But I tell you (NT) that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already 

committed adultery with her in his heart.”  
Matthew 5:27-28 

 

 “You have heard that it was said (OT), ‘Love your neighbor[i] and hate your 
enemy.’ 44 But I tell you (NT), love your enemies and pray for those who persecute 

you,”  
Matthew 5:43-44 

 

But for some reason, we want to say,  
“In the NT it’s Jesus, it’s all grace and it gets easier.” 

 
But the reality of the NT is that Jesus seems to always push us  

into the deep end of the pool, right? 
 
Jesus is always calling us to a deeper faith,  

a more devoted way of living and interacting. 
 

And here’s some crazy for you:  
Jesus talked about possessions and money  

more than He talked about heaven and hell.  

 
11 out of the 39 parables include money or possessions. 

 
1 in 7 verses in Luke are about money. 
 

2 Corinthians 8:7 says 
 

But since you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete 
earnestness and in the love we have kindled in you[a]—see that you also excel in 
this grace of giving.  

2 Corinthians 8:7 NIV 
 

What does excel mean? Do more, get better. 
 
“You have heard it said” (OT), give 10%,  

Paul says (NT) excel, go further in this grace of giving. 
 

And there’s a NT verse that we often take out of context, (I mentioned it a few 
minutes ago). 
“You must each make up your minds as to how much you should give.”  

2 Corinthians 9:7 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5%3A17-48&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23278i
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20cor%208%3A7&version=NLT;NIV#fen-NIV-28940a
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That verse sits in the middle of a passage where Paul is urging the Corinthians to 

even greater generosity, where every need is met and people respond in 
thanksgiving to God because of everyone’s joyful and God-honoring, generous gifts. 

 
In the New Testament, it’s not about a legalistic rule of giving 10%--it’s 
about the freedom to excel in this __GRACE OF GIVING AND 

GENEROSITY__. 
 

Another way to say it: the tithe is a floor, not a ceiling. 
 It’s a great place to start. 
 

SELAH 
 

In Matthew 6:19-24 Jesus is teaching about money,  
and here’s this sentence right in the middle  

that gets down to what’s most important. 

 
Wherever your treasure is, there the desires of your heart will also be. 

Matthew 6:21 NLT 
 

And this is why money comes up so much in the Bible,  
and this is why Jesus talked about it.  

 

Because when Jesus is talking about money,  
how we spend it,  

how we treat it,  
how generous we are with it, 

it’s all a reflection of our heart. 

 
 

And here’s the thing: Jesus doesn’t need our money. Right? 
 
What Jesus wants is that thing he kept talking about in the Gospels… 

your heart.  
 

Man looks at the outside of the cup—God looks at the inside. 
 
We look and see a stack of dollar bills,  

and God looks and wants to know if our bank account 
is surrendered to Him as much as  

our singing to Him on Sunday mornings is. 
 
SELAH 

 
God talks about money because He knows, in our hearts,  

it competes with Him for our attention. 
 
God talks about money because  

He cares deeply and passionately about our heart. 
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SELAH 

 
I don’t want your money. 

 
What I want is for us is to be a body of believers who are  

fully surrendered to Jesus,  

because we’re in love with a King who died for us. 
 

What I want, is for us to be joyfully obedient  
to a risen King with our  

finances,  

time, 
giftedness. 

 
<<< Setup offering, call greeters >>> 
<<< song “My Heart is Yours” >>>      


