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The Advent Conspiracy   www.oakbrookchurch.com      morgan young 12.20.09 

 
This time of year, I’m so busy, that more then ever, when people are talking to me, I notice my inner 
dialogue saying this little phrase, “C’mon—get to it�!” 
 
Right now, you’re probably thinking, “Morgan, you’re taking up precious time on ONE of my FIVE shopping 
days that I have left*I don’t want to hear one of your long introduction personal stories, that you seem to 
love to tell*c’mon—get to it!”  (So I will!) 
 
And in the book of Mark , second book in the New Testament, a teacher of religious law had just seen 
Jesus answer a theological mind-field of a question, and so he says to Jesus in Mark 12:28: 
 
 “*Of all the commandments, which is the most important?”  
 
Or in other words, “There’s a lot of stuff in the law*c’mon—get to it!” 
 
And as Jesus began to speak, they all probably leaned in (and let’s us lean in*) 
 
Jesus replied, “The most important commandment is this: ‘Listen O Israel! The lord our God is the one and 
only Lord. And you must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, all your mind, and all 
your strength.’ The second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ No other commandment 
is greater than these.”    Mark 12:29-31 
 
I want to focus on the center of this verse 
“And you must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, all your mind, and all your 
strength.” Mark 12:30 
 
In the book of “Morgalonians” this is referred to as “The Hokey Pokey Gospel.” Because what Jesus is 
saying in Mark 12:30 is you have to put your “whole self in.”   
 
In Mark 12:30 Jesus is not calling us into a story that needs people who are half-hearted, somewhat-
interested, or marginally committed.  
Jesus says, “Put your whole self in—love God with everything you got & every way you can! 
 
My family went to see The Blind Side a couple weeks ago, and before it started we saw a commercial that 
went something like this*  
 
<<< US Marines commercial   http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6xWA1rp50rs    >>>> 
 
I saw that and I thought, “Wow*the Church needs to learn about marketing from The Marines!” 
 
Not only do the Marines require you to put your whole self in, but they don’t sugar coat it or hide how 
difficult it will be. 
 
Did you see what they were selling us?  
 
They didn’t spend 60 seconds and just show us men and women in their dress blues. Soldiers showing 
you what they bought with the money they earned. Soldiers marching in parades or guarding the White 
House. 
 
It started by calling people out of their every day comfortable lives. Into what? 
 
Into a drill sergeant* 
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running an obstacle course in the mud and the rain* 
pushing so hard you throw up (are you kidding?)* 
getting knocked down* 
and doing it all together with brothers and sisters in the cause. And at the end they said, “Many will hear 
the call—few will earn the title.” 
 
I thought- “Wow—here in our comfortable north American churches—we try not to upset people too 
much.” 
 
But the story that God calls us into, is a Mark 12:30 “Put your whole self in” Hokey Pokey Gospel story 
that’s no less glamorous, no less difficult than the marine commercial (ok a little less tough—physically—
unless you’re a missionary). 
 
And it even seems like the Marines borrowed their “Many will hear the call—few will earn the title” from 
Jesus Christ himself: 
 
 “* The highway to hell is broad, and its gate is wide for the many who choose that way. But the gateway 
to life is very narrow and the road is difficult, and only a few ever find it.”  Matthew 7:13-14 nlt 
 
Wow—this story we’re called into is not easy. 
 
The great Oswald Chambers wrote: 
 
“Salvation is easy for us, because it cost God so much.  
But the exhibiting of salvation in my life is difficult. God saves a person, fills him with the Holy Spirit, and 
then says, in effect, ‘Now you work it out in your life, and be faithful to Me, even though the nature of 
everything around you is to cause you to be unfaithful.’”   

- Oswald Chamber My Utmost for His Highest 6/16 
 
But you know what? Something deep down inside us, is attracted to things that are difficult, that have long 
odds and are worth dying for. 
 
I was moved by that Marines commercial. I am moved by the true stories of the men and women who’ve 
fought against ridiculous odds to fight for America over the last 2+ centuries. 
 
I am moved by Jesus Christ who counter-culturally “fought” against the old ways of religion to pave the 
way for us to come into the story of God and His restoration of a nation and ultimately his restoration of a 
planet! 
(Selah) 
 
I think we are all moved by these things. But I also think that for most of us--- it’s hard to maintain a life 
where we’re “all in” for God.  
 
I think it’s easy to watch a video about the Advent Conspiracy—about what we do with our money and 
agree with it*”Man—that is a great cause!...” 
 
But I think it’s much harder to turn our thoughts into real tangible actions.  
And here’s where I want to campout—around the Advent Conspiracy---this biblical mandate to be 
generous with our money, and resources.   
 
And we’re not just talking about Christmas—we’re talking about the generous LIFE that God has called us 
to.  
 



 3 

I found some stuff in this brand new book “Primal” by Mark Batterson that is very eye-opening about our 
generosity when it comes to compassion-based causes: 
 
(Moment of Science pt 1) 
 
Researchers at Carnegie Mellon University did a study to discover how and why people respond to the 
needs of others. 
 
They did a bogus survey first—just as a way to put 5 one dollar bills into the hands of people.  
 
Then shortly after that, they were handed an envelope with a charity request for “Save the Children.”  
 
Half of the letters featured statistics about the problems facing children in Africa. 
 
The other half of the letters told about the needs of a 7 year old girl named Rokia.  
 
On average, the statistical letter generated $1.14. The letter about Rokia generated $2.38—TWICE as 
much. 
 
Psychologists call this the “drop-in-the-bucket-effect.” Which means if we feel overwhelmed by the scale of 
a problem, we probably won’t do anything about it.  
 
Researchers theorize that focusing on statistics actually short circuits a compassionate response in our 
brain, by shifting us into an analytical frame of mind. And when we think analytically it hinders our ability to 
act compassionately. 
 
Do you do this? I do. It’s easy to hear statistics about Haiti or Africa or about our own school systems and 
think, “What’s my money going to do? Fix the problem?!” 
 
But the truth is--- my money might just fix one problem...might help one person.  
 
The truth is God has called us into something that’s not easy and does not have simple solutions. And 
God has called us to be generous with what He’s given us. 
 
The truth is God isn’t concerned about all the people we can’t feed or can’t help.  
He’s obsessed with who we CAN feed—who we CAN help! 
 
 “Then the King (Jesus) will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit 
the Kingdom prepared for you from the creation of the world. For I was hungry, and you fed me. I was 
thirsty, and you gave me drink. I was a stranger, and you invited me into your home. I was naked and you 
gave me clothing. I was sick, and you cared for me. I was in prison and you visited me.’ *I tell you the 
truth, when you did it to ONE of the least of these my brothers and sisters, you were doing it to me!”    

Matthew 25:34-36, 40 nlt 
 
In that parable, Jesus does not talk about overwhelming statistics. He says doing it for ONE, matters to 
God.  
 
This parable says when we love the one—through compassionate action—we are loving God with all our 
heart. 
(selah) 
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Back at Carnegie Mellon University-- they primed one group to think analytically by asking them one of 
those story problems we all hated in school: “An object travels at 5 feet per second, in how many minutes 
does blah-blah-blah�?”  
 
The other group they simply asked to write down one word to describe how they feel when they hear the 
word, “baby.”  
 
The group that thought about “baby” gave twice as much money as the group that was doing math.  
 
Researchers concluded that the mere act of calculation reduces compassion! 
 
In other words, loving God with all our HEART requires us to keep our BRAIN from getting in the way! 
 
So if we approach the Advent Conspiracy as a numbers game, from a statistical approach, from a logical 
mindset---we probably won’t do anything that’s very inspiring. Won’t be a stretch. It won’t be hard. It will 
probably be a manageable, easy amount. 
 (Selah) 
 
(Moment of Science pt 2) 
There was a simple study done of college students who were asked 2 questions: 
 
1. How happy are you? 
2. How many dates did you have last month? 
 
There was no real connection between the level of happiness and the number of dates. 
Then the researchers flipped the questions: 
 
1. How many dates did you have last month? 
2. How happy are you? 
 
All of a sudden there was a strong correlation!   
Why? The students focused on their dating status, and focusing on how few or how many dates they had, 
sabotaged or inflated their general level of happiness.  
 
Psychologists call this the “focusing illusion.” 
 
In other words, our focus determines our feelings and our mindset.  
Or, our focus determines our reality! 
 
Are we focused on what we have or what we don’t have? 
That’s the difference between gratitude and greed. 
 
Are we focused on this life or the next? 
That’s the difference between selfishness and compassion. 
It’s also the difference between unhappiness and joy. 
 
If we focus on our wants, enough will never be enough. 
And our heart will get smaller and smaller. 
 
If we focus on the needs of others, we’ll discover that we have more than enough—and enough to share. 
 
If we hang on to the here and now, we’ll try to hang on to everything we have. 
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If we focus on eternity, we’ll give away everything we’ve got. 
 
Psychologists call it the “focusing illusion.” 
Jesus calls it,  
“Wherever your treasure is, there the desires of your heart will also be.”   Matthew 6:21 nlt 
 
I am one of those guys who has been guilty of saying, “That’s too big of a problem, what’s my drop in the 
bucket going to matter?” 
 
When I was working on this talk God convicted me by showing me that I don’t operate like that in other 
parts of my life. And I don’t think you do either.  
 
We don’t say things like: 
 
I can’t be the next Phil Mickelson or Michele Wii, so I’m not going to spend any money on golf*  
 
I’ll never own a designer show home, so I won’t spend any money putting all those HGTV ideas into my 
house* 
 
I’ll never be Bob Villa (Norm Abram) so I won’t spend any money on power tools* 
 
I’ll never be the next Ansel Adams so I’m not going to spend any more money on photography gear* 
 
But when it comes to compassion, I’ve said, “That problem is a mountain, not a mole hill, so what’s the 
use? Why should I give anything to that?”  (Selah) 
 
Mark 12: 30 says, “And you must love the Lord your God with all your heart*”  
 
This verse talks about our heart, our soul, our mind and our strength. But it starts with our heart. Our 
capacity to have compassion and generosity comes from our heart. 
 
The prophet Ezekiel wrote on behalf of God, “And I will give you a new heart, and I will put a new spirit in 
you. I will take out your stony, stubborn heart and give you a tender, responsive heart.”  Ezekiel 36:26 
 
Ezekiel is talking about what happens when we come into a relationship with Christ. That we get a 
profound gift: a new heart, a new spirit. 
 
This new heart—that we are to love God with (the greatest & most important commandment), is “tender” 
and it’s “responsive to God.” And our old heart is “stony” and it’s “stubborn.” 
 
I want to ask you today*how is your heart?... 
 
Some of you might feel like your heart is just like Ezekiel said: tender, responsive to God. 
 
Some of us might feel the truth of that Marines commercial—life is tough—we’re sluggin’ it out  in our faith 
right now—we’re trying to do all the right things----but the truth is words like “tender” and “responsive to 
God” are not good adjectives for our heart today. 
 
God gives us a new heart—that’s tender and “responsive to God.” But over time, if we take that tender 
heart and continue on in our  
self-focused,  
kid-focused,  
activity-focused,  
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home improvement-focused,  
even church activity-focused life...  
 
that new tender heart gets crusted over. Get’s smaller.  
 
It stops being “the wellspring of life” (Psalm 4:23 niv)—and it becomes a secret to keep from our “church 
friends.” And we force a smile and force all the right actions and answers. 
 
Let’s get right at this:  
If our heart feels hard, it will always be difficult to love God radically, love others unconditionally and give 
generously.  
 
But choosing to unselfishly give generously and give compassionately always softens our heart towards 
the cause, towards the person/people we serve and towards God.  
 
Somehow there is nothing like sacrificial giving to tenderize our heart. 
 
How many of you saw the movie The Blind Side? (premise) There’s a conversation in that movie that 
captures (ONE reason) why compassion matters: 
 
Beth: “You are changing that boy’s life.” 
Leigh Anne Toughy: “No, he’s changing mine.” 
 
God used her act of compassion to profoundly help Michael Oher---to change the Toughy family---to make 
her heart “tender.” 
 
Last month I was fortunate to go to Haiti with about 20 amazing people. On the front side I will admit to 
having my “analytical moments”: 
 
“Ok, there’s $900 for the trip & airfare, $100 for a passport, medications to buy from our doctor & the board 
of health*times 20 people who are going?...wouldn’t it be better to put all this money in a big ol’ envelope 
and send IT to Haiti?” 
 
But then if I’d just sent money*(Haiti pic1) I’d never get close enough to look this kid in the eye and take 
this picture. Seeing pictures of kids and standing 12 inches away from them, looking them in the eyes isn’t 
the same thing. 
 
(Haiti pic2) I’d never get to pray with Rebecca as she ministered to the son of a voodoo priest in front of 
the house where they held voodoo rituals. 
 
(Haiti pic3) I’d never get to be part of Haiti-stock! (elaborate “bean field crusade”) 
 158 people accepted Christ. By the end 2,000 people came out. 
 And I got play drums with the Haitian band as hundreds of people worshipfully danced in response 
to people accepting Christ*in a bean field* 
 
(Haiti pic4) And this is Whitken*(tell his story) 
 Gave him my ratty orange Adidas cap, & water bottle I’d been schlepping around all week. And he 
ran around showing & telling his friends as if I’d just given him a new car. 
 
Our generosity—our acts of compassion---change US! Not that that’s EVER our motivation. We do it to 
love God with all our heart. And He graciously softens our heart in the process.  
(Haiti trip in April that will be open sign-up)  
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One of the best things we’ve done at our house this year was talk around the dinner table about how we 
could spend less on Christmas gifts to be part of the Advent Conspiracy. We decided to give money to a 
friend who’s going to Haiti for an extended period of time. 
 
(Relative’s response to “not doing gifts this year” wasn’t so hot*it’s hard!)  
Doing what God wants doesn’t make everyone happy.  
Like Jesus said in Matthew 7:14, “The Road is difficult.”  
 
<<< Read “Senior Partner” pg 33-34 Primal –Mark Batterson >>> 
 
I’ll ask one last time: How’s your heart?   
 
Generosity maybe what God wants to use to tenderize your heart as you use what God has blessed you 
with, to bless someone else. 
 
I’ll leave us with this passage I read early Matthew 25:34-40 (for kicks read the rest of the passage for 
yourself—it gets little more interesting.) 
 
(selah) 
 
Earlier I quoted Jesus who said, “the road is difficult.”  
 
So if we are in Christ---and spiritually, nothing is difficult--- 
maybe we should question whether we’re doing it right* 
 
I challenge us to do the difficult thing this season & from this day forward:  
 
Give generously to this world in need---not because you can fix everything—but because you can help 
someone.   
 
Join me and my family in bringing to our Christmas service, an envelope filled with something that was 
difficult to do.  
 
The Advent Conspiracy isn’t a new marketing campaign—it’s an ancient biblical way to live. Let’s live it! 
 
Let what we believe is right, be what we do. 

Let we do, be what we live. 

Let what we live collectively, become a holy movement,  

that inspires people to wonder Who it is that we’re following. 

 


