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Shattered  wk1 Broken Image oakbrookchurch.com     Morgan Young 10.11.15 

 
 
(Great to be back. NH. 1 church 2 locations.) 
 
(Break vase or glass) 
 
Did your parents say the same thing to you when something like that 
happened? 
 
(Say it with me) “I guess we can’t have nice things.” 
 
Hearing that growing up actually drove me to only say that phrase as a 
joke to our kids ;-) 
 
SELAH 
 
When we break things, we typically ruin them. 
We seriously decrease the value, 
Unless you bury the pieces in the ground and dig them up about 1,000 
years later. 
 
(PP1 bowl) 
But do you guys know what this is? 
 
This is the Japanese art of Kintsugi (PP2 Scroll 3 more pics as I talk) 
 
It dates back thousands of years BC.  
 
Kintsugi means “golden joinery.” 
 
Artistisans (joke) would take a broken vessel and fix it with lacquered resin 
and gold dust. 
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Three interesting point here about Kintsugi: 
 
1. You wouldn’t break it on purpose.  
 
But if something of value, became broken, the owner would then, 
consider Kintsugi. 
 
2. After Kintsugi, the piece is not just returned to its prior value,  

it’s worth many times more than it ever was before. 
 
3. The philosophy is that the damage isn’t something to be hidden,  

but it’s part of the vessel’s story.  
The brokenness is there for everyone to see. 

 
SELAH 
 
I love this quote by Ernest Hemingway: 
 
(PP3) 
“The world breaks everyone, and afterward, many are strong in the 
broken places.” 

-Ernest Hemingway 
A Farewell to Arms 

 
“The world breaks everyone.” 
 
Some of us hear that, and a chill runs down our spine. 

A chill that’s attached to imagery that rolled us. 

Something blind-sided us. 

Or maybe we saw it coming, but it was just too big to stop. 

 
The world usually breaks us when we’re very young. 
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We disappointed someone. 
Something was done to us.          
We didn’t measure up. 
Someone made fun of us. 
Maybe one of the darkest holes of all:  

you were raised by Patriot’s fans ;-) 
 
SELAH 
 
There are so many people in this room and we are all so varied and 
different, 

But, there’s something I know ALL of us: 
 
All of us have “stuff” in our lives, 

either current, or in the past, 
that we don’t want other people to see. 

 
It’s the stuff we DON’T put on Facebook, 
Don’t put on Instagram and Snapchat. 
 
The stuff that we don’t want other people to see is called:  

BROKENNESS. 
 
SELAH 
 
By nature, we are not Kintsugi people. 
 
We do not enhance our cracks and flaws to bring more attention to 
them. 
 
We are super glue people.  

Let’s put ourselves back together as quick as we can 
and never let on that there was any breakage. 

 
I don’t want you to see my shame and embarrassment. 

I don’t want you to see my faults.      
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I am a super glue, bondo, and a new coat of paint person. 

Are you? 
 
SELAH 
 
Well this idea of hiding our faults, goes way back. 

It’s part of our roots. 
Part of all of our heritage. 

 
In the beginning of man, in that time and place called Eden,  

there was no brokenness.   
 
There was no Kintsugi,  

no quote from Hemingway that “the world breaks everyone.” 
 
Everything was whole and good and just,  

like God meant it to be.   
 
The Hebrew word for that non-brokenness is shalom.   
 
(PP4) 
Shalom is God's word for wholeness and harmony,  

for complete and total non-brokenness.   
 
SELAH 
 
Eden was perfect. It was shalom.   
 
Man's relationship with nature was unbroken. Shalom.   
 
Work had meaning and purpose;  

nobody had a job they hated to go to every day. Shalom.   
 
Relationships didn't include sadness and anger and bitterness and 

strife. Shalom.             
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There wasn't even pain in childbirth for women. Shalom.   
 
Hardship and struggle and strife were not even in the dictionary. 
Shalom.   
 
Everything was shalom.  

Everything was as it was meant to be…whole! 
 
SELAH 
 
But in the middle of shalom the evil one appeared (as he still does).   
 
He tempted them by saying that Adam and Eve could “upgrade.”  

They could be equal to God.  
 
That's what the forbidden fruit was supposed to give them.   
 
It was not the truth.  

But they decided to believe a lie – that they could be God.   
So they began to live that lie and when they did, 

 
They broke shalom.  

 
They broke the vessel.  

 
They ushered in brokenness. 

 
People started behaving in strange ways.  

They started hiding.   
Hiding what?   

 
Their true selves.   
 
They started hiding from God and started hiding from each other.  
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The Bible says, (PP5) 
 
At that moment their eyes were opened, and they suddenly felt shame at 
their nakedness. So they sewed fig leaves together to cover themselves. 

Genesis 3:7 NLT 
 
Before this, people were not only naked and unashamed, they were 
naked and not aware they were naked.   
 
How's that possible?   
 
I don't know about you, but when I'm naked, I know it.   
I've never found myself in the checkout line at the grocery store trying to 
find my wallet when I suddenly realize I don't have it because I'm not 
wearing clothes.   
 
I have bad dreams like that.  But when I'm awake, if I'm naked, I know it.   
 
 
Before this, people looked at themselves and each other and saw a 
reflection, a glimpse of God, because  

they (we) were made in the image of God.   
 
(PP6) 
The Bible says they were "naked and unashamed."   
 
(Now the man and his wife were both naked, but they felt no shame. 
Genesis 2:25 NLT) 
 
But after brokenness entered, that state of un-selfconsciousness,  
that state of freedom and wholeness, of "naked and unashamed" was 
broken. 
 
And people began to  

hide from themselves,  
hide from each other,  
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and hide from God.   
 
SELAH 
 
Look at Genesis 2 (PP7) 
 
When the cool evening breezes were blowing, the man[a] and his wife 
heard the LORD God walking about in the garden. So they hid from 
the LORD God among the trees. 9 Then the LORD God called to the man, 
“Where are you?” 

Genesis 3:8-9 NLT 
 
For the first time, they were hiding from God! 
 
Can you remember being a little kid,  
accidentally breaking something, ruining something— 
 
you knew it was wrong, you knew your parents would be mad or sad---
and you’re in your cute little footie-pajamas, hiding behind or under 
something? 
 
That’s what’s going on here.  
 
 
And God says, "Where are you?"   
 
Time out:  
Did the God who knows everything, really not know where they were?   
 
“Siri, where are my people—they were here just a minute ago? 
 
God knew exactly where they were.  He was saying in effect,  
 
"Do you realize what's happened?   
Do you realize you've gone from wholeness to hiding? 
from shalom to brokenness?" 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis+3%3A8-9&version=NLT#fen-NLT-64a
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SELAH 

 
And now, everything (everyone) is broken.  
 
No more shalom. 
 
Man's relationship with nature: Broken.  

Work was now hard and lacked meaning and purpose. Broken.   

Relationships were frustrating;  
brought anger, bitterness and strife. Broken.   

The best things, like the new life of a child, only came through pain. 

Broken.   

 

Everything was broken.  

Shalom was gone.   

 
SELAH 
 
And here’s the thing: 
 
That did not just happen.   

It happens.   
To us.   

 
 
The middle-aged adult who was repeatedly abused verbally, physically 
or sexually as a kid: 

He/she hides that brokenness every day. 
 
The single 20-something who seems to be having the time of her life, 
but behind the scenes hides the brokenness and shame from having 
slept with too many men that never did ask her to marry.   
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The father who wanted to give his family everything, living a lifestyle 
that’s more than they can afford, racking up debt that’s out of hand, 
because it’s masking the brokenness of a feeling deep down, that he 
doesn’t really measure up. 
 
It did not just happen.  It happens. 
 
SELAH 
 
All of us have a story of brokenness.  

Maybe it’s never achieving the success of your parents. 

Maybe it’s that you’re embarrassed of your parents. 

Maybe something happened in middle school… 

Maybe you’ve done some horrible thing or some horrible thing has 
happened to you and as I’m saying this sentence, you are right now 
cringing inside at the thought of it. 
 
All of us have a metaphorical “junk drawer.” 
 
And because of it, our lives get broken by guilt and shame.  
 
(PP8) 
There's guilt: feeling bad for what I’ve done.    
And there's shame: feeling bad for what has been done to me.   
 
And for most of us, we're broken by a combination of both.   
Both what we've done and what was done to us.   

 
And what do we do?   

We hide.   
 

We hide our loneliness.       
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We hide our habits and our choices.         

We hide what's really going on between us and our spouse.   

We hide how we talk to our kids.   

We hide our financial decisions and condition.   

We hide our browser histories and certain e-mails & texts.   

 
We hide our sins and our weakness and we hide our deepest wounds.   
 
We hide from each other.   

We hide from ourselves.   
And we hide from God. 

 
SELAH 
 
We may think that hiding is safe.  

But there are some really big problems with hiding: 
 
(PP9)  
 
Hiding (even good hiding) doesn’t undo the brokenness. Right? 
 
As we hide, this broken image of ourselves comes to define us and when 
we look in the mirror, instead of seeing  

the truth of who we are,  
precious beings made in the image of God,  

we see only the lie of how our brokenness defines us.   
 
We look in the mirror and we don’t see Kintsugi.  

We see a broken vessel, that’s not worth much, if anything. 
 
And in our hiding, we live out our worst fears as if they are reality: 
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That if you really knew me, you wouldn't like me.  
That my brokenness is something  

I am alone in and suffer from all by myself.   
 

That if I truly let someone in, they would shut me out.   
 
And here’s what’s ironic: (PP10) 
 
In hiding to protect ourselves and avoid being vulnerable because of 
the fear of being rejected, abandoned, and humiliated, we bring about 
the very state we fear:   
 
Isolation and loneliness! (Repeat) 
 
<<<  Tell story about dinner w/Tim & Dana  >>> 

 
I had a choice: I could have hid, or I could’ve shared.  

But the sharing was better—for all four of us. 
 
So where are you hiding?  
Do you secretly wish someone would find you? 
That they’d care enough to look?  
Care enough to ask? 

 
Maybe today is the day that you, me, all of us great camouflagers--- 
Maybe we all come out of hiding and begin to undo the brokenness.   
 
How do we do that? 
 
SELAH 
 
(PP11) 
1. Quit hiding from God.   
 
For some of us, we’ve never really gotten beyond saying these safe things 
to God,  
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“I’m sorry for this…” 

“Please give me this…” 
“Protect me from that…”.   

 
Have you ever gotten really real with God?   
 
I’m talking about a full-on, emotional, gut-level,  

honest conversation, with God?   
 
Maybe you set up a chair and pretend he is sitting in it if you have to.   
 
Maybe you drive out to some remote area all by yourself… 
 
But have a real conversation with God about your brokenness.   

Tell Him what you've done.  

Or talk about what has been done to you.   

Get honest with God.   

Don’t hold anything back.   

He already knows anyway, right?  

(So why tell him? YOU need to say it…)   

 
Have you ever come to the place with God where you say, 
 
 "God, nothing good I've ever done  

could make up for what I've done wrong.”   
 
“God, with all my accomplishments & after all these years,  

I just can’t get over what was done to me so long ago.” 
 
“God, nothing I could ever do could fix what's wrong with me.   

You're all I've got." 
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SELAH 
 
I'm not talking about beating yourself up or putting yourself down,  

I'm just talking about getting real with God about your 
brokenness.   

 
Psalm 51 says (PP12) 
 
Have mercy on me, O God, 
    according to your unfailing love; 
according to your great compassion 
    blot out my transgressions. 
2 Wash away all my iniquity (reprehensible behavior) 
    and cleanse me from my sin. 
3 For I know my transgressions, 
    and my sin is always before me. 

Psalm 51:1-3 NIV 
 
When he says it’s “always before me” he's saying he can't hide from the 
guilt and the shame, can’t hide from the brokenness anymore.   
 
And he doesn't want to hide anymore, and he's counting on God's 
mercy and compassion and unfailing love and nothing else.  
 
So…will you stop hiding from God? 
 
Will you bring your brokenness to the One who already knows 
you’re broken? 
 
SELAH   
 
(PP13) 
1. Quit hiding from God 
2. Quit hiding from yourself. 
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Quit hiding from yourself and tell yourself the truth.  
 
There's this wisdom from Proverbs 23:7 that says, "As a man thinks in 
his heart, so he is."   
 
Quit hiding from yourself and tell yourself that you've allowed your 
brokenness to define you for too long, and that it's time for you to 
start telling yourself the truth. 
 
 Jesus said (PP14) 
 
And you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free. 

John 8:32 NLT 
 
<<< Talking to a new friend in Flora:  

emotions are real, but they’re not always TRUE. >>> 
 
So what is the truth? (paraphrases) <<<< B A N D >>>> 
(PP15) 
You are a child of God! 

John 1:12 
 
The Holy Spirit is IN you and He’s greater than anything in the 
world!     1 John 4:4 
 
You can do all things through Christ who gives you strength! 
      Philippians 4:13 NLT 

 
That's the truth.   
That's the truth that should be our constant foundation. (put by mirror…) 
 
"As a man thinks in his heart, so he will be!"  
"As a woman thinks in her heart, so will she be!"  
 
Q: 
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Will you stop hiding from yourself, stop living out of the brokenness 
in your life and start living out of what God says is true about you? 

 
SELAH 
 
(PP16) 
1. Quit hiding from God 
2. Quit hiding from yourself. 
3. Quit hiding from others. 
 
Check out this powerful verse from James 5:16 (PP17) 
 
Make this your common practice: Confess your sins to each other and 
pray for each other so that you can live together whole and healed 
(shalom!). The prayer of a person living right with God is something 
powerful to be reckoned with. 

James 5:16 The Message 
 
Pick someone you can trust.   
Make it clear it’s just between the two of you, and tell them.   
 
Tell them what you've done or what's been done to you or whatever’s 
in your junk drawer, and how it feels to be you.   
 

Yes, it's scary.  
Yes, it's risky.   
But look at what’s at stake: 

James 5:16 

“So that you can live WHOLE and HEALED!”  
 
SELAH 

  
You want to undo the brokenness?   

Quit hiding from God.   
Quit hiding from yourself.   

Quit hiding from others. 
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(PP18 Kintsugi heart) 
This was put back together by a person. A mortal artisan.  

And it’s beautiful. 
 
Now, imagine and believe that the Ultimate Potter can restore your 
brokenness with something infinitely more precious and infinitely more 
powerful than gold: 
 
 The blood of the Potter’s Son, Jesus Christ. 
 
 
Because we’re valuable to God, 
 He sent his Son to make us whole, to repair our brokenness. 
 
And now our brokenness is part of our story, 
 Not to define us, but like we learned in our DOORS series, 
 God can use the pain of our story, the brokenness of our story 
  For His glory & to minister to others. 
 
SELAH 
 
In the book of Luke it says that the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was 
handed to Jesus to read in the synagogue. 
 
Just so we understand, the complete Isaiah Scroll (book of Isaiah) was 
found in 1947 and carbon dated three times to 300 BC. 
 
It’s from this Scroll that Jesus read these words about Himself—words 
about His healing power—the power to heal our brokenness more 
beautifully than any Kintsugi. 
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(PP19) 
“The Spirit of the LORD is upon me, 
    for he has anointed me to bring Good News to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim that captives will be released, 
    that the blind will see, 
that the oppressed will be set free.” 

Luke 4:18 NLT 
 
(Preach…card during song…) 


