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Elephant in the Room wk 2   NewHopeFlora.com     Morgan Young 11.8.15 

 

 Operation Xmas Child due Nov 15 (still few left?) 

 Food Drive (Due Dec 22) 

  

 
 
 
We’re in our 2nd week of this new series ELEPHANT IN THE ROOM. 
And what’s the elephant in the room?  
 
It’s that we’re talking about MONEY in CHURCH ;-)  

(Everyone’s favorite subject.) 
 
But last week we said that in our culture, money is NOT werid. 
 
It’s on TV, in movies, in songs. 
 
We even ask our friends--when they buy a new  

(boat, Harley, Louis Vuitton hand bag),  
“How much did that set you back?” 

 
So I had this big plea—this big ask: 
 
Let’s not make the topic of money in church WEIRD,  

when God never intended it to be! 
 
And we hung out big time on this passage (PP1) 
 
“21 Wherever your treasure is, there the desires of your heart will also 
be. 

Matthew 6:21 NLT 
 
And that’s why this heart and dollar bill are attached to each other—
because Jesus said that our heart and our treasure are CONNECTED. 
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Where ONE goes the OTHER goes. 
 
And why does God care about money? About generosity? About our 
treasure? 
 
Because He cares about our HEART. 
 
SELAH 
 
And we talked about a tithe. 
 
This idea that God came up with, that we should bring 10% of our 
income into the place where we worship. 
 
And even though we see the tithe in the Old testament, in Malachi 3:10, 
we also saw in the New Testament in Luke 11:42, Jesus was “getting into 
it” with the Pharisees and He said, 
 
(PP2) 
(Jesus’ words) 
“…You should tithe, yes, but do not neglect the more important 
things.” 

Luke 11:42 NLT 
 
SELAH 
 
And today, we’re talking about a popular misconception when it comes 
to giving and generosity: 
 
(PP3) 
If I give, I won’t have enough. 
 
Money is a funny thing to talk about, for one simple reason—that thing 
between our ears; our BRAIN. 
 
Here’s what I mean: 
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Before I learned what God said about money, 
Before Sandra and I started tithing, 
 
I THOUGHT about money differently. 
 
The way I THINK about money NOW is DIFFERENT than how I 
THOUGHT about money when I was younger. 
 
When I was in my mid 20s I had a SCARCITY mindset about money: 
 I’ve got to earn it, 
 I’ve got to make it happen. 
 I’ve got to protect it, 
 I’ve got to guard it. 
 
And there was ONE WORD that really captured what I thought about 
money:  

MINE.  
 
And now, the ONE WORD that captures how I think about money:  

GOD’S. 
 
SELAH 
 
And we’ll unpack that more in a bit, but first I want to show you some, 
what I think, is really interesting research about the way you and I 
THINK about money and generosity—how our BRAINS affect our 
generosity. 
 
For instance, I used to be the guy, who, when I’d here about a big 
financial need, I’d usually check out and say, 
 
“What’s my measly drop in the bucket really going to do to help this 
situation.” (Building campaign, year–end offering, missions etc-- almost 
anything). 
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SELAH 
 
Check out this bit of science: 
 
Researchers at Carnegie Mellon University did a study to discover how 
and why people respond to the needs of others. 
 
They did a bogus survey first: 
 
“If you take this survey we’ll give you $5.”  
(They did just as a way to put 5-one dollar bills into the hands of 
people.)  
 
Then shortly after that, those people with the 5-$1 bills were handed an 
envelope with a charity request for “Save the Children.”  
 
Half of the letters featured statistics about the  

problems facing children in Africa. 
 
The other half of the letters told about the  

needs of a 7 year old girl named Rokia.  
 
 
On average, the letter with statistics generated $1.14.  
The letter about Rokia generated $2.38—TWICE as much! 
 
Psychologists call this the “drop-in-the-bucket-effect.”  
 
Which means if we feel overwhelmed by the scale of a problem, we 
probably won’t do anything about it.  
 
Researchers theorize that focusing on statistics actually short circuits a 
compassionate response in our brain, by shifting us into an analytical 
frame of mind.  
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And when we think analytically it hinders our ability to act 
compassionately--to be generous. 
 
Do you do this?  
 
I do some, I used to a lot. 
 
It’s easy to hear statistics about Haiti or Africa or about our own town 
and think,  

“Like MY money’s gonna FIX the problem?!” 
 
Or like hearing data I shared about our campus last week and think,  

“Like if I give more, it’s really going make a difference.” 
 
SELAH 
 
What scientists discovered about us,  

is that our BRAIN gets in the way of our HEART. 
 
And so they took this experiment further. 
 
Again they had the two groups of people.  
They primed one group to think analytically with questions like: 
 
“If an object travels at five feet per minute, then by your 
calculations, how many feet will it travel in 360 seconds?” 
 
They primed the other group to think in terms of FEELINGS with 
questions like: 
 
“Please write down one word to describe how you feel when you 
hear the word baby.” 
 
The results? 
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After both groups read the Rokia letter, the analytically primed group 
gave just HALF as much as the emotionally primed group gave! 
 
So these researches at Carnegie Mellon University came to this 
conclusion: 
 
The mere act of calculation reduces compassion and generosity. 
 
SELAH 
 
Here’s my point in all that science:  
(PP4) 
Our brains can get in the way of our heart,  

when it comes to generosity.  
 
This thing between our ears, can be an obstacle--to work through 
when it comes to how we think about money. 
 
Maybe that’s just ONE of the reasons that God said in Romans 12:2 
“…Be transformed by the renewing of your mind...” 
 
And like those two experiments showed:  
How we THINK about money  

influences what we DO with our money. 
 
SELAH 
 
So then, the question for us, as followers of Jesus is  

HOW SHOULD WE THINK about money? 
 
Let’s look at these two passages: 
 
(PP5) 
For everything comes from him and exists by his power and is intended 
for his glory...  

Romans 11:36 NLT 
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All the believers were united in heart and mind. And they felt that what 
they owned was not their own, so they shared everything they had.  

Acts 4:32 NLT 
 
So here’s this FOUNDATIONAL concept of how we need to view 
money & possessions: 
(PP6) 
GOD OWNS IT ALL! 
 
My view of money when I was younger was: 
“How much of MY money am I going to GIVE God?” (wrong) 
 
But what does God say the right way to think about money is?  
(Rom 11:36, Mal 3:10) 
 
“God gives me 100% of everything I have and only asks for 10% of it 
back.” 
 
(Give someone 10-$50 bills, ask for one back.) 
 
///////////////////////////////////// 
 
Ok, so God owns it all. 

My “stuff” is God’s “stuff” 

My motorcycle is God’s motorcycle and He lets me ride it. 

This watch is God’s watch and He lets me wear it. 

The money in Sandra’s & my accounts,  
is God’s money and He’s entrusted it to us. 

 
SELAH 
 
There’s this word that’s not in the Bible, but it’s the perfect word for 
how we should view our money. 
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The word is a TRUSTEE. 
(PP7) 
A trustee is a person who’s responsible to take care of property that 
someone else owns. (repeat) 
 
A trustee owns NOTHING but is responsible to the owner for 
EVERYTHING. 
 
So why do I take care of my home? 

Why do I take care of my stuff? 

Why do I try to treat everything I own with respect? 

 
BECAUSE IT’S NOT MY STUFF. 
IT’S NOT MY MONEY. 
 
Sandra and I are the TRUSTEES of ALL the  

property, things and money 
that GOD ENTRUSTS US WITH. 

 
SELAH 
 
Here’s a video that’s a metaphor of the OPPOSITE of being a trustee.  
 
This video illustrates what the idea of MINE looks like.  

DISCLAIMER: I’m NOT trying to call anyone a baboon ;-) 
 
(PP8 BABOON VIDEO) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YZRz1ETyfu4 (1:11) 
 
That was the mindset I had when I was younger.  

My money, my stuff was MINE. 
 
Because it’s MINE I have to HOLD ON to it, right? 
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The idea of MINE is the imagery of the baboon’s clenched fist—gotta 
hold on! 
 
But as the baboon was HOLDING ON, what was really happening? 
 
He was getting trapped by his own stuff. 
The tighter he held on, the more he was trapped & tied to his stuff. 
 
But what does God say about that—when we hold tightly to our stuff 
AND try to follow God at the same time? 
 
(PP9) 
“No one can serve two masters. For you will hate one and love the other; 
you will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve both 
God and money. 

Matthew 6:24 NLT 
 
So when we think about money as MINE instead of GOD’S,  

it becomes our master. 
 
SELAH 
 
And man—money can so easily master us, right? 
 
Sandra and I only somewhat recently have gotten out from under debt 
that we amassed a long time ago.  
 
For too long, money MASTERED us,  

because we didn’t always see ourselves as TRUSTEES. 
 
We all know how this works: 
 
One high interest loan, a couple credit cards, couple pay day loans and 
BOOM—we’ve been MASTERED! 
 
It can happen so FAST, right? 
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Ok, so God owns it all.  
We’re trustees of the stuff & money God gives us. 
 
SELAH 
 
 Which brings us to this basic yet difficult concept of  

living within your means. 
 
For a visual. (PP10, pic of line across paper) 
 
Imagine drawing a line across a piece of paper. 
 
That line represents your income level. 
 
Another way to say that is,  

this level of income is God’s provision for your life  
during this season. 

 
God asks us to accept that and live BELOW that line,  

so that we have a little MARGIN—a little breathing room. 
 
And this is where it gets difficult, right? 
 
Because what do we say? 
 
“Oh, it’s so HARD to live BENEATH this level!” 
 
Why is it hard? 
 
Because we watch TV…with ADS for newer, cooler stuff. 

We work with someone who has newer, cooler stuff. 

Someone in our family just bought newer, cooler stuff. 

It’s America—everywhere we look, there’s newer, cooler stuff! 
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So this is where this thing needs to come into our lives called  

CONTENTMENT. 
 
Contentment is a virtue that can be cultivated—GROWN in our life.  
We can LEARN to be content. 
 
How do I know that? 
 
(PP11) 
I’ve learned by now to be quite content whatever my circumstances. I’m 
just as happy with little as with much, with much as with little. I’ve 
found the recipe for being happy whether full or hungry, hands full or 
hands empty. Whatever I have, wherever I am, I can make it through 
anything in the One who makes me who I am. 
 

Philippians 4:12 The Message 
 
So Paul says we can LEARN contentment. 
 
And he says that being content should NOT depend  

on how much we have. 
 

Contentment should depend on WHO we have. (repeat) 
 
And Paul spoke even more about this when he was writing to Timothy: 
 
(PP12) 
Yet true godliness with contentment is itself great wealth. 7 After all, we 
brought nothing with us when we came into the world, and we can’t take 
anything with us when we leave it. 8 So if we have enough food and 
clothing, let us be content. 
 
9 But people who long to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by 
many foolish and harmful desires that plunge them into ruin and 
destruction. 10 For the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil. And 
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some people, craving money, have wandered from the true faith and 
pierced themselves with many sorrows. 
 

1 Timothy 6:6-10 NLT 
 
So again, Paul is telling us that we can be content in a little or a lot—that 
we came into this world with nothing and that’s exactly what we’ll take 
with us. 
 
And he warns us—don’t get TRAPPED—by trying to dangerously raise 
that line of God’s provision. 
 
And just to be clear: 
 
Sometimes debt is manageable and we’re within our means.  
 
Example, I only know a few people who pay cash for their cars  

and I don’t know anyone who’s paid cash for their home. 
 
But, on the other hand,  
 
sometimes we just feel like that baboon—but instead of being trapped 
with a closed fist,  

there’s a LENDER inside there that won’t let go, right?  
 
(Been there! Personally, Sandra & I still carry a mortgage and a car loan.) 
 
SELAH 
 
When it comes to contentment,  
 
The culture says, if you want CONTENTMENT, buy this, buy that— 

“VISA is everywhere you want to be.” 
 
But Paul says that contentment is found in one place, and…  

“Jesus is everywhere you want to be.” 
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SELAH 
 
God owns it all. 
We’re trustees. 
Live within God’s provision. 
 
Now I want to unpack what God is really calling us to—this lifestyle of 
generosity. 
 
Even though I keep mentioning a tithe in this series, this clear 10% of our 
income— 

I want us to see that’s just a part of a broader, generous lifestyle. 
 
In this passage (2 Corinthians 9:6-15)  
 
Paul is talking to the church in Corinth, and he’s NOT talking to them 
about tithing, he’s talking to them about this broader topic of 
generosity and about helping people in need. 
 
(PP13) 
6 Remember this—a farmer who plants only a few seeds will get a 
small crop. But the one who plants generously will get a generous 
crop.    // 
 
Ok so the big idea on this talk was: “If I give, I won’t have enough.” 
 
Paul reminds us that God’s ways are always DIFFERENT: 
 
If you try to HANG ON to your life, you’ll lose it, but if you GIVE UP 
your life to Jesus, you’ll SAVE it. (Matt 16:25) 
 
Paul says in God’s economy, if we are GENEROUS, God will make sure 
we’ll be taken care of. We’ll have a “generous crop.”  
 
(PP14) 
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 7 You must each decide in your heart how much to give. And don’t give 
reluctantly or in response to pressure. “For God loves a person who 
gives cheerfully.”[c] 8 And God will generously provide all you need. 
Then you will always have everything you need and plenty left over to 
share with others. 9 As the Scriptures say, 
“They share freely and give generously to the poor. 
    Their good deeds will be remembered forever.”[d]     // 

 
 
What’s he say? 
“For God loves a person who gives cheerfully.”[c] 8 And God will 
generously provide all you need. // 
 
If you’re concerned you won’t have enough—HOW will God provide for 
the cheerful giver? “Generously!” 
 
And Paul is saying that generosity is NOT about working God like an 
ATM—it’s NOT about being generous, so we’ll GET money, right? 
 
And he’s saying that we shouldn’t come at generosity with the WRONG 
MOTIVE: reluctantly, or because we’re getting PRESSURED INTO IT. 
 
He says we should come at generosity, how? 
 
CHEERFULLY! 
 
And when we come at generosity out of a cheerful, authentic heart—
(not for us! But for GOD and for OTHERS!),  

God will generously provide all you need! 
 
So much so, that you can CONTINUE to be generous with even MORE 
people! 
 
(PP15) 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+corinthians+9&version=NLT#fen-NLT-28924c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+corinthians+9&version=NLT#fen-NLT-28926d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+corinthians+9&version=NLT#fen-NLT-28924c
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10 For God is the one who provides seed for the farmer and then bread to 
eat. In the same way, he will provide and increase your resources and then 
produce a great harvest of generosity[e] in you.     // 
 
Again, God owns it all—HE provides us with seed.  
 
He provides us with resources, abilities, talents and we’re not supposed 
to hide them, we’re supposed to USE them, and the more we use them, 
the more God does a work “IN YOU!” 
 
In God’s economy, HOARDING—the baboon with the closed fist—that 
mindset will SHRIVEL our heart.  

But GIVING and generosity will GROW our heart! 
 
(PP16) 
11 Yes, you will be enriched in every way so that you can always be 
generous. And when we take your gifts to those who need them, they 
will thank God.12 So two good things will result from this ministry of 
giving—the needs of the believers in Jerusalem[f] will be met, and they will 
joyfully express their thanks to God.  // 
 
WHY will you be “enriched in every way?” 
 “So that you can ALWAYS be generous!” 
 
And then--so powerful—when we’re generous two things happen: 
  
1) People’s needs will be met—we’ll solve someone’s problem. 
 2) God will get the credit—our generosity will shine a light on Jesus 
 
(PP17) 
13 As a result of your ministry, they will give glory to God. For your 
generosity to them and to all believers will prove that you are 
obedient to the Good News of Christ. 14 And they will pray for you with 
deep affection because of the overflowing grace God has given to 
you. 15 Thank God for this gift[g] too wonderful for words!  // 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+corinthians+9&version=NLT#fen-NLT-28927e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+corinthians+9&version=NLT#fen-NLT-28929f
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+corinthians+9&version=NLT#fen-NLT-28932g
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So many times, we talk about money on one hand and grace on the 
other—as if they’re two separate issues. 
 
But what does Paul say? 
“…your generosity to them and to all believers will prove that you 
are obedient to the Good News of Christ.” 
 
Our generosity will testify— 

will SPEAK ABOUT the grace of Jesus Christ! 
 
Giving & grace aren’t separate, 
Giving & grace come together in generosity. (repeat!) 
 

(go! ) 

Generosity glorifies God, shines a light on Him! 

Generosity testifies about grace! (God saved me to BLESS people!) 

Generosity serves people in need! (Tangible, REAL help!) 

Generosity changes our heart! Softens our heart! (does something IN 

us) 

Generosity is a lifestyle! It’s so much MORE than a tithe! 

Generosity is the way of Jesus! 

SELAH 
 
I want us to watch this simple video of one guy being generous. 
 
(PP18) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=85P2iMHfzKw 
 
I showed that video just so we could feel in heart,  

what it’s like—even when we just OBSERVE generosity. 
 
We all felt it, right? 
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We all felt that smile inside of us—we all felt our soul get encouraged 
just because we saw ONE PERSON making a difference. 
 
SELAH 
 
I’ve never given money away or been generous and thought,  

“Wow, that sucked’—it just doesn’t happen. 
 
The opposite happens. When I’m generous: 
 
 I feel thankful  
 I feel humbled 
 I feel like I’m doing one of the things God calls me to. 
 
This is what God wants FOR us—for YOU!... 
 
>>> Setup Tony & Cara Retz video (PP19) 
 
>>> 90 Day Tithe Challenge (PP20) 

(( mark your card, www.newhopeflora.com/give )) 
 
“We’re so convinced that you’ll have enough…” 
we’ll give you your money back—no Qs asked.” 
We’ll pray for you! 

 
 >>> CONNECTION CARDS 
 
>>> OFFERING 
 
song: “He is Jesus” 
 
(Eric close) 
 Food Drive! 


