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Doors wk 4   Closed Doors    NewHopeFlora.com       Morgan Young 
10.4.15 
 
 
Week 1, Joel: 
 “I have opened a door for you that no one can close.”  

Rev 3:7-8 
 
(PP1) 
Def: 
Doors are divine invitations to make our life count, 

 with God’s help, for God’s glory and for the sake of others. 
 
Open doors are divine opportunities 

 FROM God, WITH God. FOR others. 
 
Week 2, Me: 
 
As we talked about deciding between two doors, we said that 
 
(PP) 
God’s will for your life is about who you are becoming. 
It’s about becoming like Jesus more than it’s about the right door. 
 
I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in 
and out and find pasture. 

John 10:9 NKJV 
 
So Jesus himself, is the door and IN HIM, lie hidden all the treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge. (Col 2:2-3) 
 
SELAH 
 
Last week Eric talked about opening the door for others. And he said: 
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(PP) 
1. Ask God to give you new eyes to see those already around you that you 
can love and serve. 
 
2. Ask God to help you keep your eyes off of yourself. 
 
SELAH 
 
Before we jump into our last topic, let’s take a look at this video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U1nOPBEGIi8 

 
 
Is that amazing, over 300 questions in a day! 
No wonder parents of young ones want to pull their hair out! ;-) 
 
As adults, I don’t think we’re anywhere close to 300, but we’re still pretty 
good at asking questions. 
 
When Jesus was walking around in the Middle East, the disciples were 
asking Him all kinds of questions: 
 
Hey Jesus, 

Can I sit at your right hand? 
 
Hey Jesus, 

How many times do I have to forgive this guy? 
 
Hey Jesus, 

Why was this man born blind? 
 
Hey Jesus, 

Why couldn’t we cast out that demon? 
 
Hey Jesus, 

What does this parable mean? 
 
Hey Jesus, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U1nOPBEGIi8
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Which of us is the greatest? 
 
Hey Jesus, 

What do you mean you’ll be back “in a little while?” 
 
SELAH 
 
And we’re really no different. 
 
As we get older, and see more of life and death and everything in 
between, our questions just keep coming, and our questions get bigger 
and more serious. 
 
Questions like: 
 
Why would a God who loves, allow this to happen? 

Why would a God that I serve, do this to me? 

How could God leave me all alone in this? 

Why doesn’t a good God take away my depression? 

SELAH 
 
And so today we’re talking about closed doors. 
 
What do we do when the door stays closed or  

when prayers aren’t answered? 
                      
There is real hurt,  

real pain,  
real unrest,  

because sometimes doors close right in our face. And we ask: 
 
Why did this divorce have to happen? 

Why did God allow my good friend to betray me so bad? 

Why didn’t God save that young child? 
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Why couldn’t God keep my mom/dad around a little longer? 

Why did God allow me to be fired? 

Why doesn’t God make this overwhelming feeling of loneliness go 

away? 

Why didn’t God keep this financial avalanche from happening? 

Why didn’t God heal her cancer? 

 
SELAH 
 
I so wish I had great answers to those questions, 

question people have asked me, 
questions I’ve asked myself. 

 
I don’t know WHY some prayers get yes’ and some get no’s. 

I just know the anguish of a no. 
 
(Ken…, Lorraine & her daughter…) 
 
I so wish in those kinds of closed-door-moments that I had some 
magic words or some kind of answer that would stack up against those 
life-jarring questions.  

But I don’t. 
 
I don’t have an answer.  

None of us have an answer. 
 
 
But we DO have a Person. A capital P person: Jesus of Nazareth. 
 
In Jesus’ darkest day,  

in his literal sweating blood moment,  
Jesus faced a closed door Himself.  
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Jesus should be the Poster Boy for closed-door, unanswered prayer 
moments: 
 
It’s the darkest night of Jesus’ earthly life. 
 
This is the night he’ll be  

betrayed,  
arrested,  

bound,  
mocked,  

ridiculed,  
 
and the following day it will only get infinitely worse,  

and horrifically painful. 
 
And so on that dark night, in a garden, Jesus prayers to His Father: 
 
(PP) 
42 “Father, if you are willing, please take this cup of suffering away from 
me. Yet I want your will to be done, not mine.” 43 Then an angel from 
heaven appeared and strengthened him. 44 He prayed more fervently, and 
he was in such agony of spirit that his sweat fell to the ground like great 
drops of blood.  

Luke 22:42-44 
 
And so the Father was silent.  
 
Jesus’ prayer to take this suffering away was followed by silence. 
 
The most desperate prayer prayed from the most pure and discerning 
Spirit who ever lived. 
 
The purest heart that ever beat, asking for deliverance from the most 
unjust suffering ever known. 
 
And what Jesus of Nazareth got, was silence. Unanswered prayer. 
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SELAH 
 
And I think we need to pause right here and acknowledge this truth—this 
truth that doesn’t make for “feel good” sermons or great Christian T-
shirts: 
 
Suffering happens. 

Suffering is part of life. 

Suffering happened to Jesus. 

Suffering was part of Jesus’ journey and it’s part of ours. 

SELAH 

And you know what? In a life without God,  
suffering is just suffering. 
 

In a life without God, I guess you try to minimize the suffering and 
hope for more sunny days. 
 
 
But with God, when there’s suffering—when there are closed doors,  

there’s more to the story than just bad news. 
 
SELAH 
 
Let’s go back to the garden with Jesus.  

He prayed.  
There was silence. 

Was that the end of the story? (No) 
 
(PP) 
1. A closed door is only part of the story! 
 
For thousands of years,  

people all over this globe put crosses on: 
 
 



7 
 

chains,  
buildings, 
lapel pins,  
pictures,  
monuments, 
clothing, 
artwork,  
sculptures,  
tattoos,  
headstones,  
bumper stickers. 
 
Think how crazy this is—a cross was an execution device! 
 
This 2,000 year old instrument of execution has become an  

ICON OF HOPE for people all over the planet!  
 
Why?? 
 
Because the worst possible death imaginable happened on a cross, 

 but that was not the end of the story! 
 
Check out this mind-blowing, world-changing passage! 
 
(PP)      
For God in all his fullness 
    was pleased to live in Christ, 
20 and through him God reconciled 
    everything to himself. 
He made peace with everything in heaven and on earth 
    by means of Christ’s blood on the cross. 
 
22 Yet now he has reconciled you to himself through the death of Christ in 
his physical body. As a result, he has brought you into his own presence, 
and you are holy and blameless as you stand before him without a single 
fault. 

Colossians 1:19-20,22  NLT 



8 
 

 
Out of bloody suffering came literally, 

 enough hope for an entire planet! 
 
Here’s the deal: it’s so easy when we’re in the midst of suffering to think 
that this is all there is or that this is our new reality. 
 
But what I see in Jesus’ life,  

in my life  
and in life after life after life— 

is that a closed door is only PART of the story! 
 
 
But man, when we’re AT a closed door (in the moment)-- we want to 
bail so hard, right! 
 
When what we want to happen isn’t happening, 
 
when it feels like our life is pegging the “suck meter” and we’re 
thinking, 
 
“Man, under all this feces there’s just gotta be a pony!” 
 
When that’s where we are, it’s so hard to see that this closed door is just 
PART OF THE STORY.  
 
And you know what? 

That’s nothing new: 
 
Do these names ring a bell with you? 
 

Moses, Jeremiah, Elijah and Jonah. 
 
They ALL asked God to take their life! 
 
They all got to a closed door or an unanswered prayer moment and 
said, “Check please?!” 
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And if God would have answered their prayer, people all over the world 
wouldn’t be naming their kids Moses, Jeremiah, Elijah and Jonah. 
 
SELAH 
 
So when Jesus was in the garden, did God abandon Jesus  

or did God just choose not to grant his prayer request? 
 
When Moses, Jeremiah, Elijah and Jonah all asked God to take their life, 
had God abandoned them, or did he just chose not to grant their 
request? 
 
Of course He was with them and He’s with us too! 
 
(PP) 
…I (Jesus) am with you always, even to the end of the age.” 

Matthew 28:20 
 
… “I will never fail you. I will never abandon you.” Hebrews 13:5 
 
… nothing in all creation will ever be able to separate us from the love of 
God…        Rom 8:39 
 
Don’t you realize…that the Spirit of God lives in you? 1 Corinthians 3:16 
 
 
So even if God doesn’t answer our prayer. 

Even if we’re at a closed door. 
JESUS CHRIST IS WITH US! 

 
So as long as we are alive and  

Jesus is with us,  
there will always be MORE to the story! 

 
Why? 
 



10 
 

Because suffering, unanswered prayers and closed doors  
will never stop God from being God! 

 
Never stop Him from 

Being a comforter.  
A healer.  

A restorer.  
A redeemer. 

 
Closed doors never mean that God is working any less to further His 
Kingdom and include us in the process. 
 
SELAH 
 
Oh, let’s make sure we get this:  
 
Because Jesus was there in the garden,  
praying for an open door, 
praying for another way, 
only for it to remain closed. 
 
Because of that, Jesus offers us something no other religion can:  

A “me too” gospel. 
 
Jesus knows what it is  
to desire something,  
to pray for something,  
but the Father has a different idea. 
 
Maybe two of the most powerful words on the planet are “me too.” 
 
<< year ago last Sun, 1st time here…put picture of 2 close friends and 
said, “me too.” >> 
 
So know that when you’re at a closed door,  
that moment or that period in time is only part of the story.  
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And know that Jesus can say to you,  
 
“Me too. I’ve been there. And it’s hard—but my Father can get you 
through.”  
 
SELAH 
 
(PP) 
1. A closed door is only part of the story. 
 
2. Doors close because God has plans that I don’t know. 
 
He (Jesus) existed before anything else, 
    and he holds all creation together. 
   Colossians 1:17 NLT 
 
I find this point, both comforting and uncomfortable all at the same 
time. 
 
On one level, I am so incredibly relieved that Colossians 1:17 says that 
Jesus “holds all creation together.” 
 
In the midst of our crazy 100 mph lives,  
and the insane news that bombards us every day,  
in a world that some days seems like it’s teetering on spinning out of 
control— 
 
I take solace that Jesus is holding it all together! 
 
But on the other side of Colossians 1:17, is this realty:  
 
Even though Jesus is holding everything together,  
even though he’s in control and has a plan— 
 
no where in Scripture (or in life as I’ve known it so far,)  
have I seen that He will reveal that plan to me,  

except in little slivers, little pieces. 
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SELAH 
 
It’s like is our life is this huge three dimensional jigsaw puzzle. 
 
And every once in a while…He throws us a piece ;-) 
 
This is hard, right? 
 
We say, “God show me what you want me to do?” 
 
And God says, “Quit your job.” ;-) (a piece) 
 
And we say, “I was hoping for more than that.” (bigger piece) 
 
And God says, “Quit your job. Trust me.” 
 
 
And here is this pesky word: FAITH. Right? 
 
God has plans that I don’t know. 
 
So when I’m praying and getting no answer. 

Or when suffering comes crashing into my world, 
 
I have to trust God.  
Trust that He’s in control and that I don’t get to see all his plans. 
 
And just think about that for a minute: 
 
What if just for an hour, God met with you in the flesh, and told you 
the plans for the next couple months—not everything, just the high 
points. 
 
Imagine if he explained that someone you love already has a terminal 
disease that they don’t know about yet… 
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Do you feel how horrible it could be for us mere mortals to know just 
ONE piece of information? 
 
So honestly—I think it’s a gift—it’s a gift that God has plans that we 
don’t know…  
 
SELAH 
 
And on the positive side—did you ever see someone lose their job—
and they and you and everyone else thought this just horrible. 
 
But now, after being fired, your friend has a much better job, only 
because he/she had to look for it? 
 
I had a friend at the other campus who (by his own admission) was very 
materialistic.  
 
He and his wife were in their twenties, had a big expensive house, he 
had a sweet new BMW that he’d put a cover over when he parked it. 
 
In the recession, he lost his high-paying job etc…(explain how he 
found God more real, not just for him but for his family) 
 
 
Sometimes doors close because God has plans that I don’t know. 
 
SELAH 
 
(PP) 
1. A closed door is only part of the story. 
 
2. Doors close because God has plans that I don’t know. 
 
3. A closed door can open doors for others. 
 
At the heart of the gospel, 
At the heart of Jesus’ suffering, 
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Is this incredible truth: 
 
(PP) 
But he was pierced for our rebellion, 
    crushed for our sins. 
He was beaten so we could be whole. 
    He was whipped so we could be healed. 
   Isaiah 53:4 NLT 
 
So why did He go endure all that suffering? (For us.) 
 
Jesus’ suffering was only part of the story. 
 
When Jesus was suffering,  

when the apostles were watching all this unfold— 
God had plans that those watching didn’t know. 

 
Jesus’ suffering opened the most amazing door of all for US—for everyone. 
 
God brings blessings out of suffering. 
God brings flowers out of ashes. 
God redeems even the worst suffering and closed door moments. 
 
(PP Rick Warren pic) 
 
This is Pastor Rick Warren. 

o Purpose Driven Church 
o Time Mag cover 
o CNN 
o Prayed at Obama’s inauguration 

 
A couple years ago, his son, Matthew, who suffered with mental illness, 
killed himself. 
An incredible tragedy. 
 
And so last year, Rick Warren felt moved to start a worldwide mental 
health ministry. 
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Untold numbers of people and families touched by mental illness are 
finding a voice and finding hope… 
 
Because a father suffered through the loss of his precious son. 
 
God is opening up doors for others through a son’s suicide. 
 
SELAH 
 
(PP Sprinkles pic) 
 
These are my friends Cameron & Karissa. He’s on staff at Genesis in 
Noblesville. 
(Fertility issues…through their pain, they’re reaching out to others who 
are in the same boat.) 
 
God is opening up doors for others through infertility. 
 
(PP Joel pic) 
 
Lost his father of just 60 years just weeks ago…(Mark) 
 
Now he’s connecting with friends he hasn’t talked to in years and 
connecting with new people in new ways…because there’s a new 
connection point… 
 
God is opening up doors for others through a father’s death. 
 
SELAH 
 
I don’t think anyone has said this any better than Rick Warren. And 
ironically he said this phrase decades before he lost his son. 
 
(PP) 
“God never wastes a hurt.” 
  -Rick Warren 
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God can use the worst closed door moment to open doors for others, 
while using us in the process. 
 
SELAH 
 
((( BAND ))) 
 
There’s this old hymn written in 1876 that churches still sing today called,  

It is Well With My Soul. 
 
The story behind it is truly amazing. 
 
Horatio Spafford (PP pic) 
 
Prominent Chicago lawyer 

Devout Christ follower--Supporter of renowned evangelist D.L. Moody 

Heavily invested in Chicago real estate in Spring 1871 

In Oct same year (PP Pic) Great Chicago Fire took out almost all of his 

investment. 

 
2 years later decided to take family to England where DL Moody would 
be preaching. 

 
Last minute business plans kept him from going, but he sent ahead his 
wife and his 4 daughters (11, 9, 5, 2)—he’d be along later. 
 
While crossing the Atlantic their ship collided with another ship—226 
people were lost at sea—the worst sea disaster until the Titannic would 
sink later. 

 
Spafford’s wife, Anna, telegrammed her husband, these two words: 

“Survived alone.” 
 

As Spafford sailed to England, tracing the same path that his daughters 
were lost on, he wrote the lyrics to It is Well With My Soul. 
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SELAH  
 

And how is it he could say “It is well with my soul” after that tragedy? 
 

Because he chose to live in the reality of the open door that Jesus made 
possible for us all… 

 
That God had redeemed his daughters’ deaths because Jesus had 
overcome death. 

 
Spafford chose to live in the reality that the worst suffering we endure 
here, is but a vapor and that eternity with God is infinitely longer than 
the here and now. 

 
(CARD >>> song) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


