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Doors wk 2  Which Door?  NewHopeFlora.com        Morgan Young 9.20.15 

 
 
Last week, Joel: 
 “I have opened a door for you that no one can close.” Rev 3:7-8 
 
 Open Doors: 
  1. Not all about you. 
  2. Not meant to make us comfortable 
 
(PP1) 
Def: 
Doors are divine invitations to make our life count, 

 with God’s help, for God’s glory and for the sake of others. 
 
Open doors are divine opportunities 

 FROM God, WITH God. FOR others. 
 
SELAH 
 
Today we’re talking about how to choose WHICH door? 
 
When it comes to decision-making we’re often torn in this tension of two 
options. 

We often find ourselves at a crossroads. 
“What am I going to choose?” 

 
<<<<  Fazoli’s or Oakbrook example >>>> 
 
Whenever we’re at the crossroads of choosing a door, we usually fall into 
one of these categories: 
 
(PP2) 
1. Paralyzed by the hard decision.  
 We just don’t move at all. 
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It’s like the story of the guy who’s always been poor and one day starts 
praying to God that he would win the lottery.  
 
He even says, “Hey God I don’t need to win a gozillion dollars, just 
enough to set me up!” 
 
Years later, after praying every day without fail, the man is very old 
and frustrated. He gets on his knees and says, 
 
“Look God, this is the last time I’m gonna pray. PLEASE let me win the 
lottery or at least tell me why you won’t let me win.” 
 
Suddenly an angel appears and says, 
 
“Look, sir, could you do God a favor  

and at least BUY a lottery ticket?!” 
 
SELAH 
 
Ok, that’s a joke, but it’s not that far off from real life, right? 
 
When we choose NOTHING at the crossroads of a tough decision,  
we’ve chosen something.  

We’ve chosen “C—none of the above.”  
We’ve chosen motionlessness. 

 
(PP3) 
2. Waiting for a “spiritual” sign. 
 
It’s like the guy caught in a flood. 
 
Water starts running into his house as a guy drifts by in a raft and says, 
“Hey buddy, c’mon I’ll get you outta here!” 
 
“No thanks, I believe God’s going to save me!” 
 
The water rises to the second floor, now a boat comes by,  
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“Hey buddy, c’mon I’ll get you outta here!” 
 
“No thanks, I believe God’s going to save me!” 
 
He’s on the roof now. I helicopter circles overhead,  

“Sir, we’re sending down a rescue basket.” 
 
“No thanks, I believe God’s going to save me!” 
 
The man drowns.  
 
He gets to heaven and the man says, “I can’t believe I’m here, I thought 
for sure God was going to save me!” 
 
Jesus walks in just then and says,  

“Are you kidding me?  
My Dad sent you a raft a boat and a helicopter!” 

 
SELAH 
 
Kinda funny. But again, kinda real. 
 
<<<< my church consult with a nearby church >>>> 
 
SELAH 
 
(PP4) 
3. Go with what looks most comfortable and stable. 
 
I don’t have an example of this, just the example of the OPPOSITE of 
this:  
 
When have we EVER seen in the Bible, God offer someone: 

 
the door of comfort,  

the door of least resistance,  
the door of least risk of failure? (Never.) 
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SELAH 
 
Just to kind of wreck your church experience—there’s no chapter & 
verse in the Bible devoted to “How to know God’s exact will.” 
 
But we do get this, which is better! 
 
(PP5) 
9 So we have not stopped praying for you since we first heard about you. 
We ask God to give you complete knowledge of his will and to give 
you spiritual wisdom and understanding. 10 Then the way you live will 
always honor and please the Lord, and your lives will produce every 
kind of good fruit. All the while, you will grow as you learn to know 
God better and better. 
11 We also pray that you will be strengthened with all his glorious 
power so you will have all the endurance and patience you need. May 
you be filled with joy,[a]12 always thanking the Father. He has enabled 
you to share in the inheritance that belongs to his people, who live in 
the light. 
 

Colossians 1:9-12 NLT 
 
So there’s not a passage that shows us how to know the exact will of 
God, but Colossins 1:9-12 says: 
 
(PP6) 
We can have complete knowledge of his will, 

We can have spiritual wisdom and understanding. 

We can live a life that always honors and pleases the Lord. 

Our lives can produce every kind of good fruit. 

We will grow if we learn to know God better and better 

We can be strengthened with all his glorious power. 

He can provide all the endurance and patience you need.   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=colossians+1%3A9-12&version=NLT#fen-NLT-29437a
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We can be filled with joy. 

We can share in the inheritance of eternal life with Jesus. 

 
And it’s out of this passage that we get today’s BIG IDEA: 
 
(PP7) 
God’s will for your life is about who you are becoming,  
 Not where you are,  

not what you do  
or who you’re with. 

 
>>> God’s will for your life isn’t about the right door,  

it’s about becoming like Jesus.  
It’s about a Colossians 1:9-12 life. 

 
And if THAT is our focus—if our focus is being the kind of person that 
the Holy Spirit makes possible—choosing the right door will tend to 
take care of itself. 
 
SELAH 
 
Let’s look at this verse: 
 
(PP8) 
But to those called by God to salvation, both Jews and Gentiles, Christ is 
the power of God and the wisdom of God. 

1 Corinthians 1:24 NLT 
 

Jesus IS wisdom.  
To become like Jesus is to become wise. 

To become wise is to make wise choices. 
Like which door to go through. 

 
SELAH 
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I wonder sometimes as I’ve looked at my life and listened to other 
people’s stories— 
 
I wonder if we’re really looking for God’s will—or if we’re really looking 
for a future that  

fits our preferences,  
our likes,  

or gives us a sense of security. 
 
 
I think when I’m discerning where God is leading me, or when I’m asking 
Him which direction to go, 
 
I’m HOPING that he’s leading me through a door to a better job,  
or more money,  
or having to worry less about my family.  
 

Do you know what I mean? 
 
If you asked me if I believed in a prosperity Gospel, I’d say, “No!” 
(explain…) 
 
But if I’m honest, I’m hoping God leads me through a door that on the 
other side is: 
 More money 
  More security 
   More notoriety 
    More acclaim 
     More pats on the back 
      More respect from people. (pause) 
 
But the irony is, what God wants most for me  

is to be a man who  
cares less about money, 

less about fame,  
less about attention,  

and the adoration of people. 
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What God wants is for me to BECOME a man who  

draws his identity from Him. 
 
What God wants is for me to become a man who  

looks to Jesus to be my everything. 
 
He wants me to become a man who works hard and trusts that  

God will provide for me,  
just like He does for the birds and the flowers.  

(Matt 6:25-34) 
 
SELAH 
 
So how do we do this?  
 
How do we follow Jesus,  

how do we become like Jesus,  
becoming wise so that our obsession  

isn’t choosing between door #1 or door #2. 
 
(PP9) 
1. Take a small step. 
 
Jesus himself, didn’t start his ministry by going straight to the cross! 
`He didn’t start with the empty tomb. 
 
He had relationships and taught people.  
 
He had a vocation and interacted with people before his public 
ministry started and ended on earth (laborate…).  
 
 
Let’s get this:  
 
If you’re on the newer edge of following God,  

maybe don’t start with huge life-altering decisions. 
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If you’re going to start getting into shape,  

do you start with a marathon? 
No. You don’t even start with a 5k. 

 
SELAH 
 
Here’s what I love about this idea of following God and choosing the 
right door: 
 
(PP10) 
Every single day, we get the opportunity to PRACTICE following 
God! 
 
Don’t worry about what you DON’T know about God. 
 
Instead, are you doing all the things  

you DO know that He wants you to do? 
 
I’ll admit there are sticky pages in the Bible,  

but there is so much 2nd grade-level wisdom in there about: 
 
o How to treat people 

o Forgiving people 

o Serving people 

o Handling our finances 

o Stewarding our resources 

o Serving 

o How we should love & respect our spouse 

o How we should be a church of unity and not division 

o How we should pray 

o How we should be grace-releasers. 
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And I’m rattling off a list and it may sound like things to do, but get this: 
 
 
Those are all things that Jesus modeled or God spoke clearly about.  
 
And when we do them consistently,  

in the little day-to-day things,  
we slowly and mysteriously become like Jesus. 

 
Every day-- you & I get to practice following Jesus  

in the little do-able things in our life.  
 
And then after a while,  
 
after consistently swapping out YOUR way of doing life  

for GOD’S way of doing life,  
 
You find that your life has changed— 
 
Not because you did these things,  

but because you did these things and  
in the midst of these little things,  

the Holy Spirit did HIS thing. 
 
And then—at some point--after all your daily practicing following God,  
 
you’ll find yourself with enough real authentic faith to choose between 
any-sized doors that present themselves to you. 
 
SELAH 
 
(PP11) 
The point? 1. TAKE A SMALL STEP.  
Are you practicing following God every day in the small things? 
 
SELAH 
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(PP12) 
2. Identify your problem. 
 
A wonderful pastor and author, John Ortberg, made this powerful 
statement: 
 
“The size of a person’s soul is determined by the size of their 
problems.” 
 
Here are some little problems: 
 

 How do I make more money? 

 How do I get rid of these wrinkles? 

 How do I live longer? 

 How do I handle this difficult co-worker? 

 How can I be safer? 

 How can I get granite countertops with a tile backsplash? 

 How can I get a new Indian Chief motorcycle? 

 How can I get Morgan to bring back those cheesy pre-packaged 

donuts? 

 
Here’s the thing---if those are your problems, I’m not sure you need God 
to solve them. 
 
People with a growing (bigger) soul chew on bigger problems: 
 

 How do I make a dent in poverty? 

 How do I make a difference in the lives of at-risk youth? 

 How do I add beauty and art to my community? 
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 How do I make a difference in the attitude & culture of my 

workplace? 

 How can I build relationships with people who aren’t into God? 

 How do I take what I hear on Sunday morning and put into play in 

my world? 

 
Those are things you need spiritual help for. 

Those are things that will change how you see the world. 
Those things will change what you complain about. 

 
One way to know the size of your problems  

is to look at what you complain about: 
 
People that don’t have big problems that require God’s help… 
 
tend to complain about stuff that’s not very important. 

They tend to complain about what they personally don’t like. 
 
Going to Haiti and having been shot, has (hopefully)  

forever changed the things I complain about. 
 
 
People who are praying every day about their friends who don’t know 
Christ, don’t tend to complain about the paint color in church, (unless it’s 
old and out of date). 
 
SELAH 
 
So maybe we should be people at New Hope that say to each other, 
“Hey, what’s your problem?” 
 
Because whatever my problem is, will tell you a lot  

about the things my soul and mind are focused on. 
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And listen—as the people of God in Carroll Co—if our problems don’t 
need God—if our problems don’t include people in need, people 
outside of faith--we really do have a problem. 
 
SELAH 
 
These days I split my time between leading this amazing entrepreneurial 
class for high school upperclassmen from 5 high schools. 
 
I’m helping them to be the young men and women God created them to 
be, and I’m helping them to see themselves as  

job MAKERS, instead of job TAKERS. 
 
And I’m spending my time here at New Hope, and I am working and 
praying on how I can help you be all God made you to be,  
 
and how you can live in the reality of   

LIFE CHANGE and not Life SAME. 
 
Both of those things get me fired up, make my heart beat faster---those 
are my “problems.” 
 
<<<< explain childhood – mentors who changed my life, Oakbrook 
>>>> 
 
So the second way to become like Jesus is to 2. Identify your problem.  
(Or: What makes your heart beat faster?)  
Q: Are your problems big or small?  

Do you really need God for your problems? 
 
SELAH 
 
A third way to become like Jesus is to 
 
(PP13) 
3. Ask a wise person. 
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One of the most amazing things about God’s design for the church is that 
it’s multi-generational.  
 
I LOVE this: we’re Beulah Gray to Grayson Gamel!  

(Ages separated by 83 years!) 
 
God created the church to be multigenerational so that we could gain 
wisdom from each other.  
 
Our culture says, “Stand on your own two feet.”  
God says there’s strength in numbers—we need each other, and we 
were never designed to do life alone! 
 
(PP14) 
Instruct the wise, 
    and they will be even wiser. 
Teach the righteous, 
    and they will learn even more. 
   Proverbs 9:9 NLT 
 
Maybe instead of finding the perfect verse or a sign from God, you need 
to ask someone with a little or a lot of gray hair, and see what advice 
they have for your situation. 
 
(IMMI, Corp Chaplain Gene Rund) 
(New Hope: Ron Flora) 
 
SELAH 
 
(PP15) 
How do we grow to become more like Jesus? 
 

1. Take a small step. Practice following God every day. 
2. What’s your problem? What makes your heart beat faster? 
3. Ask a wise person. 
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As we seek to become like Jesus, the Holy Spirit is building into us--the 
tools we need to be able to choose wisely, which will equip us to 
navigate with God’s help, any door we could ever encounter.  
 
SELAH 
 
Look at Colossians 2:2-3 
 
(PP16) 
I want them to be encouraged and knit together by strong ties of love. I 
want them to have complete confidence that they understand God’s 
mysterious plan, which is Christ himself. 3 In him lie hidden all the 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 
       Colossians 2:2-3 NLT 
 
I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in and 
out and find pasture. 

John 10:9 NKJV 
 
(Preach… offer salvation…) 
 
(Prayout.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



15 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


