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Stranger Than Fiction   •  Best Summer Ever  •  OakbrookChurch.com   

Morgan Young 7.13.14 

 

Setup video clip:   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PZpg8VII7es 

 

So in Stranger Than Fiction, Harold Crick (Will Ferrell) is both a real person living a real 

life and a character in a book that Karen Eiffel is writing. 

 

And one of the reasons I love this movie, is it reminds us that we’re all living a story.  

 

And I say “reminds us” because our crazy-busy lives don’t allow us to think of our life as a 

story: 

 

You and I are so often focused on the moment & task we’re in right now---and while we’re 

trying to get this urgent thing done, we have one eye on the three things we need to get 

done after that--that are probably already behind schedule ;-) 

 

The accidental trap of our life is that we swing from task to task like we’re the Tarzan of 

our to-do list. 

 

As soon as we wake up, our first thought is,  

“What time is it?  

Am I on time?  

Did I oversleep?  

Can I snooze 5 more minutes or am I behind schedule already?  

Ok, now what are the things I have to do today?” 

 

Before we’re even out of bed, we’re thinking “da-do-do-do!” 

 

And then we’re off on our whirlwind of a day.  

 

Finally get home, grab some dinner, (go to ballpark, grab some horrible dinner) maybe 

escape into some TV until we have just enough energy to get our self to bed, and as we 

set the alarm, we think of the things we have to do when we get up. And such is our life.  

 

And so when I watch “Stranger Than Fiction,” I wonder what the story of my life would 

sound like, if my life was being narrated.  

 

What would the story of your life sound like if it were being narrated? 

 

And that is a valid question because the truth is, every day for you and for me, we’re 

living out a real life story. And THE question for you and me is:  
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Does the life we’re living, generate stories worth telling?  

 

Some of you are hearing that question and you’re thinking,  

 

“Morgan, I’m just a simple person, I come from a long line of simple non-charismatic 

people. I’m just kind of an introvert. I’m not sure I’m designed to generate stories worth 

telling; I’m more of a listener.” 

 

Here’s why all of us should wrestle with the question, Does my life generate stories worth 

telling? 

 

In the book of Ephesians, Paul is talking to the church at Ephesus and to believers 

everywhere (that’s us).  

 

It’s a book of encouragement to live a wise, dynamic Christ-centered life.  

 

Paul is telling us that because of Christ, we’re called to live differently, to new standards, 

to use our unique abilities in this world and that we’re saved to make a difference.  

 

And so in the first sentence of Ephesians ch 4 Paul says to us, 

 

Therefore I, a prisoner for serving the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of your calling, 

for you have been called by God.  

        Ephesians 4:1 NLT 

 

Just to be clear--Paul is not talking to church leaders, church staff, pastors. Paul is talking 

to all of the followers of Jesus, including us today. 

 

Paul says to us, “(I) BEG you to lead a life worthy of your calling, for you have been called 

by God.” 

 

And it’s because of this Scripture that I say, if we’re living a life worthy of our calling, how 

can we not have stories worth telling?? 

 

Let me give you a real life example of what I’m talking about. 

 

This is Holly Robertson (pic). Earlier in the year, we at Oakbrook were talking a lot about 

BLESS--this way of living like Jesus: 

 Begin with prayer, ask God for divine appointment. 

 Listen, to people around you, to God. 
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And one particular day back in April, Holly felt a strong sense to call the church to talk to 

someone…(not her norm--in fact way out of her comfort zone.) At the same time, every 

morning I’m praying for divine appointments. So Holly comes in…(((elaborate)))  

 

"Dear Morgan,  

I wanted to write you a quick note to let you know how much I appreciate the time that 

your spent talking with me… I don't know if I can really express how much of a change 

you have made in my life from just one conversation. I am so grateful that you allow God 

to use you to help others! I feel like a prisoner set free, literally. The hurt and anger have 

not disappeared but they do not control me. Just talking about how I was feeling and 

getting your feedback did amazing things for me.  

 

I also know that the words of life that you spoke to me were huge. Honestly, you telling 

me that God thinks I am amazing was one of the most profound things anyone has ever 

said to me. To this day when I think of those words, I still cry. It makes me so emotional 

to think that someone thinks I am amazing, because I never allowed myself to feel that 

love from anyone.  

 

Thank you so much for speaking those words to me. I am truly a changed person…Funny 

how I have spent my whole life serving God and I am just now to the point that I feel new 

in Him. I even think telling my story is something that I need to do. I don't know when I 

will tell it but I know that soon God is going to use my story.  

 

Again, thank you!  The words you spoke to me have given me freedom! My appreciation is 

beyond words!...” /// 
 

There’s a story worth telling.  

 

There’s a story of two people praying and being open & obedient to the Holy Spirit and 

God doing something miraculous in Holly’s life. 

 

A story worth telling doesn’t always mean something sensational like God calling Holly to 

move to Zimbabwe to help orphans.  

 

A story worth telling is simply a story that was initiated by God and obediently followed by 

us.  

 

A life worthy of our calling, is a life where  

 God speaks,  

  we listen and then move. 

 

(SELAH) 
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One of the great things about a story, is people are open to them.  

 People don’t usually dispute them.  

  People accept our personal stories. 

 

In our current societal and political climate, I can’t help but notice that the group known 

as Christians isn’t always the most beloved or accepted.  

 

In fact, we could say there’s very much an “us vs them” dynamic between people of faith 

and people who don’t follow Jesus. 

 

And to some degree there’s a natural dislike to Christ followers, just as Jesus said there 

would be.  

“If the world hates you, remember it hated Me first.” John 15:18 

 

But I have to wonder: are we as a group, less attractive to people who aren’t into Jesus 

because we’ve lead publically with things like  

 what we believe and  

  what God says about sin? 

 

And when I say publically, I don’t just mean Christians in the national spotlight; I also 

mean things we post on social media and put on our car windows. 

 

Let me hit us with some hard truth:  

 

We might think it’s our job to point out what’s wrong with people who aren’t into Jesus. 

But let’s look at this passage from 1 Corinthians 5:9-13  

 

Paul: 

When I wrote to you before, I told you not to associate with people who indulge in sexual 

sin.10 But I wasn’t talking about unbelievers who indulge in sexual sin, or are greedy, or 

cheat people, or worship idols. You would have to leave this world to avoid people like 

that. 11 I meant that you are not to associate with anyone who claims to be a 

believer[a] yet indulges in sexual sin, or is greedy, or worships idols, or is abusive, or is a 

drunkard, or cheats people. Don’t even eat with such people. 

12 It isn’t my responsibility to judge outsiders, but it certainly is your responsibility to 

judge those inside the church who are sinning. 13 God will judge those on the outside; but 

as the Scriptures say, “You must remove the evil person from among you.”   1 

Corinthians 5:9-13 NLT 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Cor+5%3A9-13&version=NLT#fen-NLT-28426a
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So Paul says, let’s not hold unbelievers to a standard they never agreed to. Instead, how 

‘bout we hold those who espouse Jesus to those standards! (This is uncomfortable… ;-) 

 

In other words, instead of being proclaimers: proclaiming what God says to people who 

may not even believe in God,  

 

What if we were storytellers? 

 What if we were known for sharing stories like Holly’s or of Curtis & Project 117 building a 

school in Haiti?  

Or whatever the latest thing God has orchestrated in your life? 

 

What if we shared the unique stories of what God was doing in our life with unbelievers, 

and saved the proclaiming for those of us inside the faith?  

 

Why share stories with unbelievers instead of proclaim at them?  

 

Because stories pull people in.  

   Proclaiming pushes people away. 

 

And let me go back to our big question:  

 Does the life you’re living with Jesus,  

  generate stories about what He’s doing in or through you?  

 

(Selah) 

 

I wonder if we unknowingly become proclaimers because we simply don’t have any 

personal stories about God and us to tell?  

 

That’s a tough question because it’s such a telling question.  

Some weeks I can answer that really well. Others, I’d have an awkward silence. 

 

Here’s what I know:  

If we don’t have any stories worth telling, we haven’t asked for any. 

 

When I ask God at the beginning of my day for divine appointments, I usually have them.  

 When I don’t, I don’t. (Profound, huh?) 

 

And you may ask: by praying for divine appointments do I now see them because I’m 

expecting to? Or do I see them because God has now put them into motion?  

 

Only God knows.  

What I do know is,  
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 I need to ask, (divine appointments) 

  then I can see, (see opportunity)  

   so I can do. (what God wants done) 

 

(SELAH) 

 

Couple weeks ago I published a post on my blog that went crazy--it got 600+ hits in the 

24 hours after I posted it. One of our local papers even contacted me and ran it in its 

entirety. 

 

The title of the post was “The Real Reason Everyone Doesn’t Like the New Stadium and 

KipCor.”  

 

KipCor is the company from California that has purchased several properties downtown 

and is renovating them: Firestone Building and several buildings by the old train station 

on Buckeye street. 

 

The reason I wrote the article was I’d heard a lot of people talking negatively or asking 

cynical questions about KipCor.  

 

Now I could’ve responded by being a proclaimer and written a story about how we 

shouldn’t talk bad about people and tried to shame people for judgmental behavior.  

 

Which probably wouldn’t have gotten very many people to read my post all the way 

through and people would have perceived me as taking sides with KipCor. 

 

(By the way--anytime you start talking or writing and you’re reinforcing “sides”--you’re 

done. People stop listening.) 

 

So what I did in just a paragraph or two, was simply share my first hand stories of the 

man who leads KipCor: 

 

“This is what I’ve seen him do,  

this is how he interacts with me, 

he seems as normal as most of the other business people I know who’ve lived here their 

whole lives.” 

 

This is very important for us: people listen to and accept stories.  

 

And why did I step in and write that? A few years ago I heard this little nugget--that 

successful churches pastor their community.  
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And so as I am in the community, when I notice stuff that’s out of line, I can try to 

influence in the way of Jesus even though I perhaps don’t mention His name. 

 

In a small way, writing that post reminded me:  

 

There was a woman at a well and a lot of judging people surrounded her, and Jesus 

stepped in.  

 

Here was a guy in our community, people weren’t treating him well, I stepped in. It just 

seems to me that the way of Jesus takes many forms. 

 

My point is, my response to negative local chatter wasn’t calling people out. My response 

was sharing a simple story--and since I shared a story instead of telling people they were 

wrong, the post was very well-received by a lot of different people. 

 

(New direction) 

And quite interestingly, science has recently given us some amazing research and findings 

about stories. 

 

Just a few weeks ago I stumbled on this great book called “Influencer”  by Joseph Grenny 

who spoke at The Summit last year, and he writes about the science of story.  

 

The findings of this book are based on decades of worldwide data on how people and 

organizations actually change.  

 

(Btw, as followers of Jesus trying to live out the Great Commission, we are instruments of 

change.) 

 

Here are some facts: 

 

1. People become far less willing to believe what you have to say the moment 

they realize that your goal is to convince them of something.  

 

This is why a minute ago, I said, as soon as you realize you’re in a conversation where 

there are sides, you need to just stop…. 

 

2. Stories are more memorable and more credible than cold facts. 

 

To test this, Drs. Ray Price & Joane Martin provided three different groups of MBA 

students with exactly the same information: 

 

Group 1 = verbal description that contained facts and figures. 
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Group 2 = same info, but with charts and tables. 

Group 3 = same info, but as the story of a little old wine maker 

 

Several weeks later, group 3 that heard the story, recalled more detail than the other 2 

groups--which wasn’t surprising.  

 

What was surprising is that the MBA students who heard the story considered the facts 

and figures much more credible than the other two groups. 

 

Why?  

When we hear stories, our brain works differently! 

 

Stories help shut down our cynicism and critical nature.  

 

Stories moves us away from the role of a listener who is rigorously applying logic, analysis 

and criticism and transport us into the story itself! 

 

Do you think that perhaps science has just now found out why Jesus told more than 60 

stories in the short chronicle we have of his life? 

 

Call me crazy, but one of the reasons I love science and people way smarter than me, is 

they keep helping me undergird stuff about Jesus and the Bible.  

 

And why is this scientific data about stories relevant to us? 

 

Because we are people who are on this planet to: 

 redeem it, 

 make it better, 

 be used by God in it, 

 share our faith and make disciples,  

So, please-please-please--lock these two truths into your brain: 

 

1. People become far less willing to believe what you have to say (about JESUS or 

the BIBLE) the moment they realize that your goal is to convince them of 

something.  

 

(Quit trying to convince people of things in your conversations, on FB, bumper stickers, t-

shirts…) 

 

2. Stories are more memorable and more credible than cold facts.  

      Remember story of 3 groups MBA students:  

1) verbal,  2) charts/graphs, 3) story of little old wine maker   /// 
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(SELAH) 

 

I mentioned BLESS earlier.  

 

BLESS is this simple yet profound way of living like Jesus that we’re calling everyone into.  

 

We want this to be a way of life, as natural as breathing for people who say Oakbrook is 

their church. 

 

B = Begin w/prayer. God, what would you have for me today? Divine appointment? 

L = Listen. Listen to the needs around you--listen to how God wants to use you. 

E = Eat. Sit down & eat with people… 

S = Serve. We look for ways to serve all the time--a way of life. 

S = Share your story… 

 

BLESS is the simple, practical how you live a life that generates stories worth telling.  

 

And I want to be really clear:  

 

We do BLESS, not just to do good things--there are lots of great organizations in our city 

and world doing great things. 

 

We live out BLESS to do the ONE THING that no other organization can do. 

 

We live out BLESS to do the ONE THING only the people of God can do: be led by 

the spirit.  

 

Here are Jesus’ words about the Holy Spirit: 

 
13 When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his 

own but will tell you what he has heard... 14 He will bring me glory by telling you whatever 

he receives from me.  

        John 16:13-14 NLT 

 

This (Holy Spirit) is the power of the church.  

This is the power of BLESS.  

This is the power of prayer, listening, eating serving and sharing our stories. 
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If we have accepted Christ, we have a personal Holy Counselor living IN us, speaking to 

us on behalf of Jesus! 

 

If that is not the most radical, crazy-sounding claim, I don’t what it is!  

 

And why is the Holy Spirit in us?  

 

Is it so we can be procalimers, telling people outside the faith how wrong and sinful they 

are? (Do we really need a Holy Spirit inside us to tell us the obvious?) 

 

Or do we need the personal Holy Spirit in us so that we can hear all the unique ways God 

wants to use us in the environments He’s placed us? 

 

The Holy Spirit is in us because it didn’t make sense for Holly’s prompting to call the 

church that day, to make it into the Bible. 

 

The Holy Spirit is in us not because we’re called to the Great Proclaiming of Everything 

that’s Wrong in America-- 

 

The Holy Spirit is in us because we’re called to the Great Commission--loving people into 

the way of Jesus and helping people live like Jesus. 

 

The Holy Spirit is in us because of all the unique ways God wants to use ALL of His 

followers on a regular basis, 

 

So that we can live out Ephesians 4:1 “a life worthy of our calling”-- 

 a life that generates stories worth telling. 

 

(SELAH) 

 

Do you remember Harold Crick?  

 

He had a made-up, make believe narrator, speaking all his cues into his life. 

 

Somewhat like Harold, we have a Holy Narrator who lives in us. 

Who loves to speak on behalf of Jesus, to us. 

Pointing our ears in certain directions. 

Giving us very personal prompts at all hours of the day. 

 

Who is your narrator?  

Who’s calling your cues?  
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Is it just you calling your own cues? 

 

BLESS is a simple yet mysterious way to hear the cues of Jesus in our life every day.  

 

BLESS is the path to living a life worthy of our calling, 

A real life, that is indeed-- ‘Stranger than Fiction.’ 

 


