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forward
“You’re going to write a book about politics? Are you kidding me?”
Those were my immediate thoughts when my great friend and author told me the
topic of this: his first book.
As you will soon realize, Morgan Young is gifted by God to write. I along with
others have been encouraging him for years to carve out some time and do what he
was born to do. But to pick this topic for his first book? Why not choose a safer
topic? How about a nice book about wood-working, one of Morgan’s passions?
Couldn’t he make something like that work? After all, Jesus was a carpenter.
We are living in a time in which politics is extremely divisive. People who share
the same Savior and the same theology do not share the same politics. And that
fact is polarizing people in unfortunate ways. So for Morgan to tackle this topic
was risky, to say the least.
Honestly I was very excited and at the same time very nervous to read what he had
to say about this topic. Yet after reading his book, I completely understand why he
choose this difficult subject. He’s taken an explosive topic and skillfully framed it
in much-needed biblical perspective.
This is a book for our times! And it is my hope that once you read it, you will share
it with others. Get ready, because this book will challenge and convict you. But
more importantly, I hope it will change you.
It is hard for me to put into words how proud I am of my friend Morgan. Over the
past twenty years I have had a front row seat watching God mold and shape him
into an authentic and compassionate follower of Jesus. He has been a faithful
friend and co-laborer with me in our shared desire to help people discover that the
Jesus way of living is by far the best way to live, even when it comes to our
politics. It is my hope and prayer that this book is the first of many more to come!
- Mark Malin Lead Pastor @ OakbrookChurch.com
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Preface
A few years ago, as Facebook, Twitter and the other social media apps started
getting hot, one of the things that really stood out to me was the zeal my fellow
Christ followers had for politics.
I love the word zeal. It’s all through the Bible. Zeal means a fiery hot burning
passion in intense pursuit of something. In the biblical context, God is zealous for
us. He is zealous for us to come into relationship with Him and come into His
miraculous story, working to redeem this world. We must get this: God burns with
a fiery hot burning passion for US to join Him--bringing our little lives into His
unfathomable epic. Unbelievable.
But as social media started to make it word-for word clear what people stood for, I
was struck with the zeal Christians have for politics. I started to question,
“What if all this political zeal by devout followers of Jesus was eclipsed by our zeal
for Christ and being about His mission in the world, His way? What if we
channeled all our energy for Jesus and His story instead of political agendas?”
And as a person who never grew up in church, I have a passion and concern for
people who don’t know Jesus. As I read our zealous political posts and tweets, I
knew that people outside of a relationship with Christ were most aware of our
political convictions, perhaps more than anything else. To them we didn’t look like
a holy movement as much as a political one.
As a pastor in a church, for so long I have shied away from the divisive lightning
rod of politics; I didn’t want to risk my influence with Christ followers in our
church and city. But I’ve since felt the conviction that being called into ministry is,
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at times, a duty to sound wake-up calls; a call to challenge us away from the pull of
the culture and into the way of Jesus.
For years now, my beautiful wife Sandra, and so many other friends have pulled at
me to write a book. I’ve secretly thought I would someday make a great plan to
write daily and embark on some book that I wanted to write. This has been so very
different.
I don’t feel like I went looking to write this book as much as it came looking for
me. Seemingly out of the blue, premises, thoughts, Scriptures would hit me
squarely. I’d catch these sentences and phrases in my ever-present smart phone.
“These ideas are too much for a blog post, or even a series of blog posts. Huh--I
think this is a book.” That thought was quickly followed-up by, “Hey, you don’t
have to write a bound book--it’s 2012--eBook, bro!”
So it went. And so it is.
I would like to thank the most encouraging, prodding, and lovely person I know for
pushing me to write a book; my wife Sandra. So many other friends, family
members and acquaintances have encouraged me to write that it’s too many to
note--but you know who you are, and I thank you!
And special thanks to Eric McCoy for a great job with the cover design. And to a
great editing team: Lynne Bolinger, Kerry Cox, Dave Dubois, Joel Larison, Steven
Lowry, Mark Malin, and Sandra Young.
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introduction
This is a book written to help us better understand the extent politics has
unknowingly woven its way into the lives of Christ Followers. We need to better
understand that the parable on the next page, A Village, a Shaman and Argumose is
sadly alive and thriving in America.
This book is neither pro-Republican nor pro-Democrat. It is pro-Jesus. My hunch
is that it will be hard for many to read. It may confound and antagonize you. If so, I
suggest that if your feathers get ruffled in this reading, that is evidence to the
degree politics has encaged you.
This may surface more questions for you than it provides answers. That’s by
design. I am a fan of the wise adage, “We don’t need the right answers as much as
we need the right questions.”
Or as Eugene Ionesco penned it, “It is not the answer that enlightens, but the
question.”
I hope you get stuck with a good question or two by the end of this.
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one
A Village, a Shaman and Argumose
Once upon a time, there was a tribe of good hearted people who loved the
teachings of a great Shaman. In this village was another good-natured group of
people who didn’t follow the Shaman.
The Shaman was marked by a genuine love of all people, so much so, that even
though he had his loyal tribe of followers, you’d just as easily find him among
people who just weren’t that into him.
The Shaman lived in a way quite contrary to everyone else in the village. He
always seemed to be more concerned with how others were doing, rather than
himself. He was the champion of the underdog, the poor, the least popular.
The Shaman taught that the journey was more important than the destination. In a
village where the people wanted clear guidelines and destinations, the Shaman said
that the how of living was most important. He told them, in fact, that if they were
doing the right thing in the wrong manner, it was wrong.
He gently encouraged others to do as he did. The people loved the Shaman very
much. They were vocal about how great he was and how they were all about living
like the Shaman. This will sound crazy, but they even went as far as to say that the
Shaman and his teachings were the most important things in their lives.
Now all of the people had a natural tendency toward rules and order. In the midst
of their large and diverse village, the people wanted to control their environment.
There was a natural desire for some in the tribe to aspire to lead—to want to dictate
the direction of the tribe’s rules.
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In this desire to lead and control, power struggles often flared among the aspiring
leaders. It was common to find signs painted with berry extract, tearing down
leaders of differing factions.
Eventually these differing factions stopped talking with each other, associating
with each other, and finally only talked at or about each other. It was less than
polite. This became a way of life in the village. It was woven through everything
the tribe did and said. They called this process, Argumose. And even though the
people wanted order and a village of unity, Argumose had split the village into
factions, the Weerrights and the Neverrongs.
Both factions excelled in the way of Argumose, pointing fingers, criticizing,
making negative signs and the like.
What is hard to believe is that the Shaman’s followers got caught up in the ways of
Argumose. They even aligned themselves with the Neverrongs. And as they
slipped into the ways of the Neverrongs they were seduced into believing that this
was something the Shaman would approve of.
After a while they were so deeply rooted in the village’s culture of Argumose, that
one wouldn’t notice which villagers were following the Shaman if it weren’t for
their WWSD woven beaded bracelets.
I know this is hard to believe, especially knowing how much the Shaman’s
followers loved him and how they told the whole village that the Shaman and his
ways were most important to them. But it’s true. The followers of the Shaman
became subtly clothed in the ways of Argumose. Unknowingly, Argumose had lit
the embers of their old ways—their ways before the Shaman came.
And the Shaman wept.
8

Two
Justice Culture
We are people who love justice. We want things to be fair. We want equality. We
are a justice culture.
We want there to be well-defined lines and if someone crosses them, we want them
to be dealt with.
When someone blows past us on the highway, what do we say? We shake our head
in disapproval and growl, “Where’s a cop when you need one?!” We love justice.
There may be no better indicator of this than the overwhelming amount of crimebased TV shows since the beginning of television. Here are just some of the
highlights. Which ones did you grow up with?
1950’s
Peter Gunn (The Blues Brothers kill this theme song )
Phillip Marlowe
Dragnet
Highway Patrol
1960s
77 Sunset Strip
The Fugitive
The Untouchables
Perry Mason
Mod Squad (Maybe the first crime-fighting Afro.)
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1970s
Adam 12 (I loved watching that punch card on the opening credits.)
Manix (One swingin’ opening, baby!)
Hawaii Five-0 (Donald Trump’s inspiration for immoveable hair.)
Kojak (Gotta love a tough Italian guy with a lollipop.)
C.H.I.P.S. (Disco motorcycle cops.)
1980s
Hill Street Blues (Dennis Franz launches a career as an uncouth cop.)
Magnum PI (Tom Selleck’s short shorts in a red Ferrari.)
Miami Vice (MTV cops)
Moonlighting (America meets Bruce Willis.)
21 Jump Street (Teen heart-throb, Johnny Depp.)
1990s
The Commish
Law & Order
Murder She Wrote
Matlock (Couldn’t combine these last two for a senior citizen crime-fighting duo?)
Right now we have well over thirty police or crime related shows on the air. Since
1955, television characters have been murdered at a rate 1,000 times higher than
real people.
And since Oprah stepped down from her television domination, who’s the number
one watched daytime TV show? Judge Judy. Yes, really. We love justice.
What we love about these shows is seeing justice dished out. People getting what
they have coming to them. Here’s the plot of every one of those shows: someone
does something wrong; catch or convict them and make them pay for it. Justice.
We can’t get enough of it.
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Justice is about what we have coming to us.
Because he did that, he deserves this.
Justice hinges on the word deserve.
“Hey—she got what she deserved!”
And this is all well and good because we don’t want a lawless land where anarchy
reigns. But here’s where the tension seeps in.
Even people who are less than devout bandy the phrase, “We are a Christian
nation.” And clearly those who declare themselves Christians or Christ followers
have professed to follow the way of Jesus. But the essence of being a Christian
nation or a follower of Jesus is not justice. Justice can be picked up anywhere in
America. It is grace that comes uniquely through Jesus.
Why is this Christian nation with so many devout followers of Jesus, so in love
with justice, when the way of Jesus sits upon and is known through grace?
Grace is about what we shouldn’t have coming to us.
Because he did that, he doesn’t deserve this, but he gets it anyway.
The way of Jesus calls us to have compassion for the incarcerated people that our
love-of-crime-shows has vilified. And to be clear, they are often villains in the true
sense of the word. But in the way of Jesus, grace says that Christ died for the types
of people we root against in all those crime shows.
We long for the villain to be put away and get what’s coming to him. And yet
Jesus says when we visited the incarcerated, we visited Him.
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"Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Enter, you who are blessed by my
Father! Take what's coming to you in this kingdom. It's been ready for you since
the world's foundation. And here's why:
I was hungry and you fed me,
I was thirsty and you gave me a drink,
I was homeless and you gave me a room,
I was shivering and you gave me clothes,
I was sick and you stopped to visit,
I was in prison and you came to me.'
Matthew 25:35-39 The Message
To be clear, we need both justice and grace in our culture and in the ways of Jesus.
But we are lopsidedly pulled into our justice-centric culture. Sunday morning may
be the only hour of our week we watch a grace-centric program.
And perhaps nowhere does justice eclipse grace more than the world of politics.
Every word a politician utters is a potential indictment. Every motion, bill and act
of service has the potential to be evidence used to convict them of their
“despicable” character and “inept” legislative skills.
The world of politics is a grace vacuum.
It’s all justice, all the time.
And when we actively embrace our political side, be it in conversation, social
media and the like, we too embrace the ways and words of a justice culture. We
too condemn, accuse, belittle and tear down.
When we put on political clothes, we too smell of the fruit of justice.
And this is a problem because:
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“…the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control…”
Galatians 5:22-23
The odor of justice and the perfume of grace smell nothing alike. Justice gives
people what they deserve. Grace gives us what we do not deserve.
Politics embraces a justice culture and will employ any means necessary, to
achieve the goal of a political party. This is ungrace.
The way of politics is justice.
The way of Jesus is grace.
Aside: To be fair, especially to all the theology majors out there, you know who
you are -- God embodies both justice and grace. He is a just God.
“In His justice He will payback those who persecute you.” 2 Thessalonians 1:6
And this God of the Bible in unequaled fashion, sent His Son to die to make grace
available for all who will appropriate it. It is this loving and sacrificial grace of
God that sets apart the way of Jesus from anything else in this world.
So when I write, “The way of Jesus is grace,” I mean it in the same way I say, “I’m
driving my family to Disney World.” I don’t mean I am not going to gas stations,
it’s just that gas stations don’t define my trip. In the same way, it is grace that
defines the way of Jesus.
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three
A Way That Seems Right to Man
It seems right that since the institution of marriage is “under attack,” and that
women can get abortions, we should get involved with the political party that
wants to fight those things.
Just for fun, let’s consider that the institution of marriage has been brutally
attacked for decades by heterosexual Christian people who are only marginally
better at staying married than non-Christians. Then again, that’s another eBook.
(For the record, I am part of the problem; I’ve been divorced.)
The way of Jesus is a funny thing. The how is just as important, maybe even more
so, than the what.
In America, we love Jesus, but we loathe this idea.
“Hey buddy, what’s right is right and I’m going to do whatever I can do, however
I need to do it, to stop ___________ in America!”
Insert your personal favorite in the blank:
homosexuality
Spanish language
liberals/conservatives
Islam
the teaching of evolution
abortion
Morgan from circulating this eBook
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Being an American runs counter to the way of Jesus. He said if we do the right
thing, the wrong way, it’s wrong.
“If I speak with human eloquence and angelic ecstasy but don't love, I'm nothing
but the creaking of a rusty gate. If I speak God's Word with power, revealing all
his mysteries and making everything plain as day, and if I have faith that says to a
mountain, ‘Jump,’ and it jumps, but I don't love, I'm nothing. If I give everything I
own to the poor and even go to the stake to be burned as a martyr, but I don't love,
I've gotten nowhere. So, no matter what I say, what I believe, and what I do, I'm
bankrupt without love.”
1 Corinthians 13:1-3 The Message
Did you catch how extreme that passage is?
Speaking with the eloquence of angels doesn’t count…
Revealing all the mysteries of God and His Word doesn’t count…
Having enough faith to make a mountain jump doesn’t count…
Giving everything I own to the poor doesn’t count…
Giving myself to be burned alive as a martyr for Christ doesn’t count…
unless how we do it is loving! Wow.
So the question for people following the way of Jesus is, can we fight against
societal ills in a political manner while loving those we’re fighting against?
Let’s answer that by contextualizing 1 Corinthians 13:1-3:
If I fight homosexuality, but I do not love homosexuals, I’ve gotten nowhere.
If I fight the misguided ways of the (Democratic, Republican, etc.) political party
without love, I am as useful as a clanging gong—I am spiritually bankrupt.
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There is a way that seems right when it comes to the wrongs of our society. It is the
political way, the American way. It is a no-holds-barred fight.
When we lock arms with a political party, we are embracing the tactics and the
spirit of that party; the party values -- winning at any cost, mud-slinging, spinning
quotes out of context, speaking ill of people, and the like.
That way of politics is a fight by any means necessary.
The way of Jesus says that any means other than loving ones are wrong.

The Problem of Politics
The problem with our biblical views of, say homosexuality, is that we express it in
a political dogma. That is, we embrace a ministry of condemnation. Like the world
of politics, we too are finger-pointers. Said another way, we’re known for what
we’re against, which isn’t very 1 Corinthians 13 of us.
Sometimes I think we’ve forgotten the context of Jesus’ life. He lived at a time
when Rome ruthlessly occupied and ruled. They nailed people on crosses for days
until they died. In many ways the Romans were as barbaric, or worse, as any Third
World dictator of our day. And in this context, Jesus was crazy enough to say,
“I have not come to condemn the world, but to give the world life.”
John 12:47
“Jesus, seriously? Do you not see what’s going on here? This government is
corrupt from the depths of Hades! Shouldn’t we be protesting Roman rule?
Rallying behind a political leader who’s very pro-You?”
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But Jesus doesn’t urge us to mobilize politically. He doesn’t give us the ministry of
condemnation.
Instead, He gives us the ministry of reconciliation:
“And all of this is a gift from God, who brought us back to himself through Christ.
And God has given us this task of reconciling people to him. For God was in
Christ, reconciling the world to himself, no longer counting people’s sins against
them. And he gave us this wonderful message of reconciliation. So we are Christ’s
ambassadors; God is making his appeal through us. We speak for Christ when we
plead, “Come back to God!” For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the
offering for our sin, so that we could be made right with God through Christ.”
2 Corinthians 5:18-21 NLT
The ministry of reconciliation is paramount and central to our faith. It is about
bringing people into the fold. It’s about offering grace. It is about walking and
talking in Christ-like ways.
This passage is the way of Jesus.
It is our charge.
We are ambassadors.
God uses us to bring people into the fold.
We lead with grace.
We walk and talk in Christ-like ways.
This is our ministry of reconciliation.
An ambassador is one who is a resident representative. In this case, for Jesus. An
ambassador acts in ways in keeping with the one he represents. So to be an
ambassador for Christ and not talk and interact like Jesus, is to be a horrible
ambassador.
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And 2 Corinthians 5 says that we are ambassadors with the duty of bringing people
into the fold, offering grace, graciously and lovingly.
We are called to be ambassadors, living out the ministry of reconciliation.
Jesus did not call us into the condemning, feuding, ungraceful ways of politics.
Whatever you sense God is calling you to do in this world, as a Christ follower, it
is subject to this charge.
Condemnation is the way of politics.
Reconciliation is the way of Jesus.
In application this is messy.
God’s teaching says that the practice of homosexuality is a sin.
It is also sinful for us to be at war with homosexuals.
In light of 1 Corinthians 13:1-3, it is sad that the gay community views Christ
followers as unloving and judging.
The way of politics is simple: black and white. Point out the wrong and proceed
against it. Gay is wrong. Condemn them. Legislate against them.
The way of Christ is messy. The practice of homosexuality is sin. But ours is to
love people—all people. Don’t fight them. Let only God judge.
It seems right that we should call out and condemn the people who are living in
unbiblical ways. The funny thing about Jesus, though: he lovingly engaged people
his fellow Jews condemned.
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The people Jesus did condemn? The religious.
He condemned the religious who made a mockery of the Temple and he
condemned the Pharisees. The people whom He could have condemned—those
living out societal ills-- He died for; and He called us to be ambassadors to. That’s
grace.
I’ve noticed something in the last thirty years or so. It’s incredibly clear where
Christ followers are on every social ill. No one with a pulse has to guess where we
stand on all the hot-button political issues.
Has all this effort on our part, making America aware of where we stand, done
anything to deter anything? Is homosexuality or abortion on the decline because
we’ve condemned them?
Perhaps we Christ followers are part of the problem. What if issues like these
aren’t on the decline because we have taken political stands rather than lovingly
interacted in the ways of Jesus?
What if we are part of the problem because we have excelled at the ministry of
condemnation more so than embodying the ministry of reconciliation?
Knowing someone is in the wrong and condemning them for it:
the way of politics.
Knowing someone is in the wrong and lovingly interacting with them:
the way of Jesus.
Condemning is easy.
Loving is difficult.
One we need Jesus for; the other we can do all by ourselves.
19

Condemnation is the way of politics.
Reconciliation is the way of Jesus.
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four
The Great Divide
I love the greats of Scripture. There are so many stories and teachings in the Bible
that I get overwhelmed. So when I run across a great, I love it. It’s God’s simple
way of turning on searchlights and sirens.
“Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?”
Matthew 22:36 NIV
There’s that word! It’s about to get exciting! Jesus is about to simplify my life by
cutting to the chase!
“Jesus replied: ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. And the
second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’”
Matthew 22:37-39 NIV
So let me get this straight. There are in essence two equally greatest
commandments: love God and love your neighbor as yourself.
What if my neighbor is:
gay?
liberal?
conservative?
Islamic?
a mime?
a Fox News / MSNBC fan?
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an Obama-lover?
a George H./W. Bush fanatic?
Canadian?
Love them. I checked everywhere I can’t find a dangling subordinate clause to
“love your neighbor” that starts with unless.
So we’re stuck. We have to love our all-inclusive neighbor if we want to live in the
way of Jesus.
Another great great is Jesus’ parting charge to us. It’s called The Great
Commission.
“Jesus, undeterred, went right ahead and gave his charge: ‘God authorized and
commanded me to commission you: Go out and train everyone you meet, far and
near, in this way of life, marking them by baptism in the threefold name: Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit. Then instruct them in the practice of all I have commanded
you. I'll be with you as you do this, day after day after day, right up to the end of
the age.’”
Matthew 28:18-20 The Message
So let me get this straight. All followers of Jesus are charged with sharing the way
of Christ with everyone? Seriously, everyone? Even the people we don’t like?
Even the people who watch and are on MSNBC and Fox News? The people we
were rallying against last week? That’s radical. That’s potentially a bitter pill.
That’s the way of Jesus.
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Let’s recap the greats:
1) We are to love our neighbor, whoever he/she is regardless of his/her
jacked-up beliefs and lifestyles.
2) We are to share the way of Jesus with all people.
Here’s some interesting data that may, in fact, wreak havoc on those two greats. In
the last three national elections, the popular vote was pretty close to 50% for each
candidate.
2008
52.9% Democrat
47.1% Republican
2004
49.3% Democrat
50.7% Republican
2000
48.4% Democrat
47.9% Republican
Want to guess what the polls are for the 2012 election as of this writing?
Even money.
So in that last twelve years, out of every ten people, five vote Democrat and five
vote Republican.
I’m not great at story problems, but it seems to me that taking a vocal political
stand conversationally, in social media, rallies, etc. is to reduce our effectiveness
and influence in the greats of Jesus’ teachings by one half!
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We need to catch this:
In a world that God calls us to reconcile to Him—when we spout off politically we
are turning off half of the people we’re to influence and love in the name of
Jesus.
To choose politics at the expense of our effectiveness in reaching the world for
Christ is to worship politics.
We must understand that our nation is more politically polar than it’s been in our
lifetime.
It’s no longer Democrats and Republicans, but liberal Democrats and conservative
Republicans. If the political spectrum is a teeter-totter, we can’t get any farther out
on either end without falling off. Due to politics, we are more and more becoming
a Hatfield-and-McCoy culture.
In an interesting plot twist, the people that Jesus told us to love and to share his
story with, are every bit as much the people on the other side of the political aisle
and people who are turned off by politics altogether.
And we’re clear on the biblical concept that well people don’t need a doctor, right?
We’re clear that Jesus died so that people who are far from grace can know him,
right?
I have no data on this, but do you think there are more atheists, agnostics and
people far from God in or outside the Republican camp? You said outside, didn’t
you?
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(To clarify, there are plenty of sold out, saved by grace, tithing, missional Christ
followers who dimple Democratic chads. Contrary to popular belief, Jesus doesn’t
have a political party.)
So these people who are at the extreme other end of the teeter-totter hear us
spouting off about politics at work. They read our political rants in social media.
They see the Tea Party signs in the front yard.
And they have the same thoughts about us that we have about them. “Wow, that
guy is so misguided. Who in their right mind would think that way?”
And so when we engage our pagan Democratic neighbor with our Tea Party sign in
view just over our left shoulder…and we smile and invite them to church or try to
slip the gospel into a conversation…how well does that go over?
Or worse, is he or she thinking that being a Christian is synonymous with being a
Republican? That to come to JON (Jesus of Nazareth) is come to the GOP?
It is a divided culture, politically. And when we entertain political dialogue we
separate ourselves from the people whom we’re called to love. We divide.
The way of politics is division. Sides. Us versus them.
The way of Jesus is unity. No sides. Togetherness.
“Then make me truly happy by agreeing wholeheartedly with each other, loving
one another, and working together with one mind and purpose. Don’t be selfish;
don’t try to impress others. Be humble, thinking of others as better than
yourselves.”
Philippians 2:2-3 NLT
When was the last time you thought someone on the other side of the political aisle
was better than yourself?
25

When has watching Fox News or MSNBC ever created anything unifying and
loving in your heart and mind?
“There is no longer Jew or Gentile, slave or free, male and female. For you are all
one in Christ Jesus.”
Galatians 3:28 NLT
That verse says we are one.
Politics require there to be sides.
How do we get in bed with politics that requires sides and follow the way of Jesus
that says there are no sides?
In the way of Jesus there is no longer Jew or Gentile, slave or free, male and
female, Democrat and Republican.
The way of Jesus is unity.
Let us not be so dim-witted as to think that unity within our political party is
enough. There are Christ followers in every political party. When we break our
unity in Christ, in lieu of our politics, we have elevated our politics over our faith.
And that is pure evil.
And what’s more:
“…may the Lord make your love for one another and for all people grow and
overflow, just as our love for you overflows.”
1 Thessalonians 3:12 NLT
Our love, not just for fellow Christ followers, but for all people?
When did we ever feel a sense of love for all people:
while watching MSNBC or Fox News?
26

at a political rally?
talking politics at the water cooler?
watching a presidential debate?
sharing our position on homosexuality or abortion?
This is the illusion of politics:
We’re lured into fighting for the right thing at the expense of the way of Jesus.
At the expense of loving all people.
In politics, the end justifies the means; get to the solution by any means necessary.
In the way of Jesus, the means is the end.
We must love those involved with abortions.
We must love Democrats/Republicans.
We must love homosexuals.
We must love pan handlers whom we think are faking it.
We must love people who root for the Miami Heat.
“Again I say, don’t get involved in foolish, ignorant arguments that only start
fights. A servant of the Lord must not quarrel but must be kind to everyone, be able
to teach, and be patient with difficult people.”
2 Timothy 2:23-24 NLT
There may be no better example of a foolish argument than a political one, be it
face to face, Tweet to Tweet or Facebook to Facebook.
Have you ever been ping-ponging your position with someone of the opposite side
and had them respond like this?
“Oh wow, you know, you’re right! I don’t know how I’ve been that dense all these
years. Since you put it like that, it makes perfect sense! Thank you. Thank you so
much for opening my blind eyes!”
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No? Me neither. At best it results in the ubiquitous, “We’ll just agree to disagree.”
At worst, well, words best not represented here.
Look at that last part of 2 Timothy 2:24:
“…and be patient with difficult people.”
When was the last time we were patient with a difficult person?
A liberal, an atheist, a Tea Partier, an Apple fan?
I don’t mean externally patient. We’re all pros at the fake smile. I mean when were
we internally, soul-level patient with someone we thought was a million miles off
base? Someone outright wrong in their convictions, ideology or theology?
Where do we get the patience for these “idiots?”
“May God, who gives this patience and encouragement, help you live in complete
harmony with each other, as is fitting for followers of Christ Jesus. Then all of you
can join together with one voice, giving praise and glory to God, the Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ.”
Romans 15:5-6 NLT
The way of Jesus requires the mystical power of God. He provides patience. It’s a
fruit of the Spirit. We don’t eek it out. Until God gives this patience to us, perhaps
we embrace this tried and true AA phrase, “Fake it ‘til you make it.”
Repeatedly engaging in foolish arguments and getting mad at people with different
ideas is the way of politics. Just turn on any cable news station for a bastion of
foolish arguments.
Division, engaging foolish arguments, is the way of politics.
Unity, being patient and loving with people we don’t agree with, is the way of
Jesus.
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five

Opportunities, not Enemies
“This world is going to hell in a handbag!”
Whether it is or not, in the end a Conan the Barbarian-esque Jesus storms in on a
bloody white horse and sets it straight, once and for all.
The problem with the head-shaking hell in a handbag worldview is that we falsely
believe that the people who are tearing this world down are our enemies.
In politics, the solution always lies in defeating, gaining ground, gaining a majority
over our enemies.
Politics revolves around defeating an enemy.
An enemy to our way of life.
An enemy against a Christian nation.
An enemy that’s got this country going to hell in a handbag.
We don’t naturally think in these terms. Politics and cable news have bred this
enemy-centric way of thinking into our lives. This is part of the illusion of politics.
To get some perspective on what an enemy is or isn’t, let’s again soak in the
context in which Jesus lived.
Imagine if in America, a larger more powerful nation subdued and occupied our
entire country (see Red Dawn). Foreigners ran the country from the highest office
to the local police chief and officers.
Imagine that this conquering nation solicited Americans in each of our
communities to extort an exorbitant amount of taxes from us, and they skimmed
some of all they got. And our taxes went to the occupying nation.
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This conquering country controlled everything from the monetary system, courts,
internet, television, movies, free speech, highways and the like.
Imagine that Americans convicted of crimes, determined by this occupying nation,
were nailed naked on tall sign posts along the streets in our cities, maybe even in
front of your home. They hung there sometimes for days until they finally died.
Now, in this context, read Jesus’ words:
“You have heard the law that says, ‘Love your neighbor’ and hate your enemy. But
I say, love your enemies! Pray for those who persecute you! In that way, you will
be acting as true children of your Father in heaven. For he gives his sunlight to
both the evil and the good, and he sends rain on the just and the unjust alike. If you
love only those who love you, what reward is there for that? Even corrupt tax
collectors do that much. If you are kind only to your friends, how are you different
from anyone else? Even pagans do that. But you are to be perfect, even as your
Father in heaven is perfect.
Matthew 5:43-48 NLT
Jesus’ teaching is so extreme, it needs no metaphor. He said, “love your enemies,”
in the real life context of brutal godless occupiers.
And we have trouble loving Rachel Maddow or Sean Hannity.
We are being lured into an enemy-centric culture while living a faith that is
supposed to love and interact with our enemies. And it’s worth mentioning that our
“enemies” are not even remotely close to the enemies Jesus referred to.
I love the old quote that Wayne’s World made trivial,
“Once you label me you negate me.” -Søren Kierkegaard
This means that when we label people we remove their individuality. We reduce
them to something less than they are.
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This is very convenient in an enemy-centric culture. If I view people as my enemy,
it helps if the label I put on them dehumanizes them a little. It’s easier to take a
stand against people Jesus died for if they are more of an idea than a fellow human.
We have a virtual DYMO label machine in our mind that prints out sticky labels
with words like liberal, conservative, homosexual and Muslim. It’s handy. Those
labels make it easier to see them as our enemies. Such is the way of politics.
One of the hideous side effects of seeing people as enemies is that we get to feel a
little bit superior. With enemies come sides, which means we must be on the right
side. Did anyone ever think they were on the wrong side? This conveniently makes
us right and them wrong.
That’s the opposite of humility.
By the way, Jesus is pretty keen on the idea of humility.
“…Be humble, thinking of others as better than yourselves.”
Philippians 2:3 NLT
An enemy-centric paradigm is war terminology. In war, you defeat someone so
that you can have your way. If you win the war, you don’t assimilate the defeated
into your ranks; that would be insane. You disarm them and send them home with
a promise to play nice in the future. You then keep an eye on them. After all, you
can’t trust your enemy, even after a truce.
The way of Jesus is the opposite of war terminology. The way of Jesus graciously
and lovingly engages people, not enemies. And hopefully, through relationship,
that person becomes “assimilated” by grace into the way of Jesus. These would-be
“enemies” become as close to us as a brother or sister.
Enemy and war paradigms are the way of politics.
Friends and relational paradigms are the way of Jesus.
When we get sucked into the political paradigm of seeing people as enemies, we
can no longer see opportunities the Holy Spirit wants us to see.
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Remember, Jesus wants to use us to reconcile everyone. Everyone, enemy
included, is an opportunity for us to shower with the loving grace of Jesus Christ.
“Use your heads as you live and work among outsiders. Don't miss a trick. Make
the most of every opportunity. Be gracious in your speech. The goal is to bring out
the best in others in a conversation, not put them down, not cut them out.”
Colossians 4:5-6 The Message
When we watch Fox News or MSNBC and let the pot-stirring pundits work us into
a hot lather, and then politically interact with the world, we’re doing the opposite
of Colossians 4.
When we spew our Fox News and MSNBC-like political venom in social media,
we’re doing the opposite of Colossians 4.
If people are driving this world to hell in a handbag, according to God, our
Colossians 4 response to them should be:
gracious words,
to bring out their best as we talk with them,
not to put them down, not to cut them out.
The hope of this world is not in any cable news show or political party. The hope
of this world lies in God working through us, one relational opportunity at a time,
as we build bridges with people that politics says are our enemies.
The way of politics is enemies.
The way of Jesus is opportunities.
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six
Positional v. Relational
Let’s say you put a sign in your yard that says, “I am for heterosexual marriage.
Gay marriage should not be allowed.” And just for good measure, you put a cross
or a Jesus fish on it too.
Now let’s say your neighbor across the street and his male life partner see your
sign.
Allow me to eloquently sum up the result of said sign: So?
Everyone who drives by your house and agrees with you will say to themselves,
“Me too.”
Everyone who drives by that doesn’t agree will nearly crash their car into your
neighbor’s award winning Peony bushes because the truth of that sign pierced their
heart and they’re massively overcome with a spirit of repentance.
Not really. They’ll probably shake their head, roll their eyes and not think more of
it.
This is the essence of what we feel we’re called to do, in the name of Jesus: take a
position. Taking a position is in essence putting a sign in our yard. As if this is any
help to anyone.
Stay with me here.
A couple weeks ago, my friend Joel posted on Facebook:
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“Why do so many Christians have so much more trouble with a person enjoying a
beer than they do a person pounding fast food?”
Take a guess on what followed? Lots of positions, either for or against alcohol.
And this is the essence of the futility of the political model: it’s about our position.
Every time we choose to state a position, imagine someone saying, “So,” because
that’s the net effect of a position. Stating a position simply tells the world which
side you’re on, which reinforces our enemy and war paradigms.
Stating a position divides. It’s the nature of positions, which is great if you desire
to live in a political paradigm which requires sides.
Stating a position is rarely neutral. It either pulls us in, because we share the
position or it pushes us away, because we have less in common—or worse, “Ah,
you’re on that side!”
Stating a position is a discussion killer. We know that if someone has declared a
side, there’s nothing anyone can say that will change his/her mind. It’s a fruitless
discussion unless we’re in like-minded territory.
The reason we hate politics is that we realize it’s futile. We inherently know that
the two sides are diametrically opposed and nothing said by one side will do
anything to change the other. It’s a positional stalemate.
Ironically, we Christ followers embrace the same futile model. We are no less
positional. That’s why everyone says, “Never bring up religion or politics at a
cocktail party.”
Our love of positions is why we put signs in our yard; if they’re not physical,
they’re virtual. Signs in our conversations, signs on the backs of our cars, links and
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memes on Twitter and Facebook. Our lives are full of positional signs. It’s never
been easier to know what we are for and against.

memes

Positions are discussion killers.
Positions attract only the like-minded and repel the other half of society.
“Yes, but if I don’t clearly let people know where I stand, what’s to become of
America?!”
Well, first, it’s a free country and we get to vote and have our voice as to what
happens in America. Secondly, that sentiment reflects a thoroughly political
wordview.
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We think that we must let people know where we stand because we’ve been
conditioned to think that way by politicians, cable news, and even well-intentioned
religious leaders.
Telling people where we stand represents a Christian trend in the last thirty years
that has done much to make Christendom extremely political and nothing to make
Christendom effective in the ways of Jesus.
Proclaiming positions has done nothing to make Christendom attractive to people
who don’t yet embrace Jesus Christ. And sadly, it has made the Church nothing
more than a political movement in the eyes of the unchurched.
So if not signs and positions, then what?
Let’s go back to Joel’s Facebook question.
“Why do so many Christians have so much more trouble with a person enjoying a
beer than they do a person pounding fast food?”
My reply to his posts was, “What are your stories of alcohol?”
Stating a position puts us into a war paradigm.
Asking about someone’s story puts us into a relational paradigm.
It’s one thing to take a position on alcohol. It’s another to hear the horrors of a
woman whose husband destroyed their family because of his abusive alcoholism.
It’s one thing to take a position on alcohol. It’s another to hear stories of Christ
followers who frequented a local pub to sincerely befriend people who weren’t into
Jesus, only to see the pub manager and his family walk into church one Sunday.
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It’s one thing to take a position on homosexuality. It’s another to have a gay friend
I’ve known since middle school who is the salt of the earth and more resembles the
fruit of the spirit than some Christians I know.
Positions are like road signs. We get it instantly, it’s a boring read and there’s
nothing to discuss.
Stories are magnetic. Command us to listen. Spark us to ask questions. Stories
break through stereotypes and positional walls. Stories create relational
connections.
Recently another good friend of mine shared on Facebook how she caught a
panhandler getting out of her nice car to hold up a sign at a busy intersection.
The replies were heatedly positional. Understandably. It’s easy to take a position
on people seemingly trying to take the easy way out.
I replied to my friend’s post, “Are you going to talk with her?”
She had a thoughtful response. She said she needed to work through her emotions
so that she could speak from a gracious heart rather than out of anger.
I don’t know anything about the begging woman or how this turned out, but I
know she has a story. Do we want to hear it? We’re probably too busy. It might
costs us something; some emotion, some compassion. It might require we forsake
our position in lieu of a person.
Stories take time. They’re messy.
Positions are clean and instantaneous. “I hate panhandlers! They’re all fakers.”
Angrily drive on. Just for the record, cynicism is not one of the fruits of the Spirit.
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Why do we relate with the Bible so? Why do certain parts of God’s Word get stuck
in our soul like they do?
It’s not the biblical positions. It’s the stories.
We don’t say, “Oh, I so relate with that doctrine!”
(Actually some do: they’re called theology majors.)
We say, “I relate with Elijah’s depression…I relate with how exasperated Moses
was…I relate with how many times the disciples missed the point…”
As much as positions push us apart, stories foster relationships.
Jesus does not incarnate the world through signs and positions.
Jesus incarnates the world through stories and relationships.
There is no biblical premise that Jesus wants to reveal Himself and redeem this
world through positions and signs.
Yet all through the Bible, God is relationally interacting with and redeeming this
world. It is what He does and how He does it. Jesus incarnates the world through
relationships and stories. Your relationships. My relationships.
And every position we put out there erects a wall that keeps us from getting close
enough to hear someone’s story—keeps us from getting close enough for Jesus to
work his relational incarnational magic.
A political paradigm tells us to draw a line and hold it.
The way of Jesus tells us to walk across the street to the same-sex life partners and
listen to their story. The way of Jesus tells us to cross lines; take Jesus to the
people whose positions we hate.
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I love Jesus. He was accused by the religious of being a glutton and a drunk!
(Matthew 11:19). Why?
He got close enough to people the Pharisees took positions against, so he could
hear their stories and so that they could hear his.
In a political positional paradigm, Jesus could never have been accused of being a
drunk and a glutton because He wouldn’t have interacted with guys that liked to
party.
But in a biblical relational paradigm, Jesus hung out at cocktail parties. Because
that’s how Jesus incarnates the world; through relationships that generate church
gossip.
Positions will keep us safe.
Safely away from gay people, liberals, conservatives, people involved with
abortion.
People who have stories that we can relate with.
People that we could love if we only had the courage to crawl out from behind our
position.
There is much talk in Christendom right now about interpreting the Bible as story.
As one story.
Not just verses.
Not disconnected stories that eventually lead to Jesus.
But one story from Genesis to Revelation that is Jesus.
Interpreting the Bible as story is true and powerful.
But seeing the Bible as story requires us to engage with each other’s stories outside
the pages of the Bible. The theology of Bible as story is only complete when you
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and I get close enough to hellions, hookers and homosexuals to hear their stories
and share ours.
The Bible as story, apart from our messy stories, is an incomplete theology. The
story of the Bible is only complete when we encounter people who need Jesus,
listen to their stories, and share ours--but not our stories of positions--our
vulnerable, personal stories of failure. We need to excel at being storytellers of
how Christ saved us, loved us, celebrated us, encouraged us, provided for us and
forgave us, again and again.
The Third Testament is the compilation of all of our stories. The Third Testament
is story after story of people like you and me engaging all people—especially
people whose positions we loathe—and finding common ground, incarnating the
world, one messy relationship at a time, with Jesus the Christ.
The way of politics is positional.
The way of Jesus is relational.
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seven
New Clothes
In that great fable The Emperor’s New Clothes, the emperor had to come to terms
with the truth: he was naked. The swindling tailors hadn’t sold him a suit so
amazing that only the most capable and intelligent could see it. They sold him a
sham.
The emperor had blindly put on “clothes” that made him look bad and I’m sure
must have diminished his credibility in the eyes of the people.
Like the emperor, we Christ followers have also chosen poorly. We have put on a
sham of a suit of new clothes made of political fabric. Like the emperor, we didn’t
do it by ourselves. We listened to people we trusted who told us this was the right
thing to do.
Well-intentioned Christian leaders have urged us into politics. Cable news and the
whole of culture have embraced political theology, and beckoned we come along.
And like the emperor, we too have diminished our credibility in the eyes of
unbelieving people.
And now, much like a naked emperor, we have in essence rewritten Colossians
3:12-17 to read:
“Since God is most fond of your political party, clothe yourselves with
condemnation, accusations, being right at any cost, steadfast positions and
intolerance. Point out your enemy’s faults and make them pay for their offences.
Remember, this is war, show no mercy.
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Above all, clothe yourselves with self-righteousness, because your cause is just.
And let the anger of others’ wrongs burn in your heart. For as members of your
political party you are called to live in a war paradigm. So remember your
enemy’s offenses.
Let the message of your favorite cable news show, in all its fervor, inflame your
lives. Teach and incite all your friends with all the dogma it provides. Fill
Facebook and Twitter with the clichés of your politics with reckless abandon. And
whatever you do or say, make sure you represent your political party and its ideals
well, giving thanks to cable news that keeps it all going.”
Argumose 3:12-17
I began to laugh at this opposite-meaning take on Colossians 3:12-17. But then I
realized if people far from God read it, they would very likely credit it as true-tolife.
I’ve written this eBook because I believe that my fellow Christ followers are truly
great well-intentioned people. And I believe that we have unknowingly been
tricked into putting on the clothes of politics.
This hit me hard a few weeks ago. I posted a short clip on Facebook of President
Obama in essence telling churches, “Way to go! Keep doing what you’re doing.
We need you!”
I didn’t do this to promote any kind of political agenda. I simply thought it was
fresh that our president was vocally encouraging local churches throughout our
country.
The initial responses were negative replies from my friends: good, solid, devout
Christ following friends. Their replies were soaked in political tones.
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They were unable to hear the president’s encouragement to the Church over their
political affiliation.
The president, their brother in Christ, was panned even though he was speaking
positively about the Bride of Christ.
My friends responded out of their politics, not from their devout faith. Their words
were political. If you didn’t know them, all you’d have known was they were not
Democrats.
Where was the way of Jesus?
In a follow-up post, I apologized for the political response of my Christ following
friends. One friend in particular took offense. I’ll call him Tom. To be clear, I like
this man very much—I love him. I have a great deal of respect for him and his
family. Tom is a great father, husband, citizen and Christ-following man.
We had some very civil and respectful offline dialogue. But it was clear that his
politics kept him from appreciating the president’s positive words, words spoken to
people precisely like Tom and I who are fully immersed in the life of local
churches.
And that’s when it hit me: we’ve put on political clothes that we don’t even know
we’re wearing.
We’re interacting in our culture politically, without even recognizing it. Politics
has become our litmus test for accepting or rejecting someone, especially the
President.
Let’s read Colossians 3:12-17 NLT, the opposite of the faux passage at the
beginning of this chapter.
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“Since God chose you to be the holy people he loves, you must clothe yourselves
with tenderhearted mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience. Make
allowance for each other’s faults, and forgive anyone who offends you. Remember,
the Lord forgave you, so you must forgive others.”
To “clothe ourselves” means this is something you and I must do. It’s actionoriented. It’s a moment-by-moment, day-by-day choice. Notice that mercy,
kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience are not the ways of politics. Nor is
making allowance for and forgiving other’s faults. They are the way of Jesus.
“Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds us all together in perfect
harmony. And let the peace that comes from Christ rule in your hearts. For as
members of one body you are called to live in peace. And always be thankful.”
We must put on love and be people of harmony—togetherness—people of peace.
The way of politics is enemies in a war paradigm. The way of Christ is unity in a
love paradigm.
“Let the message about Christ, in all its richness, fill your lives. Teach and counsel
each other with all the wisdom he gives. Sing psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs to God with thankful hearts. And whatever you do or say, do it as a
representative of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through him to God the Father.”
Let the message of Jesus fill our lives. Excel at the application of biblical precepts,
not political platforms. Live out of a thankful heart, not out of fear of losing
political ground. Whatever we say or post on Facebook and Twitter, let it reflect
the way of our Savior.
Let all of our words, spoken, tweeted or Facebooked, be worthy of the life that was
paid for by the blood of Jesus the Christ.
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Strip!
Putting on clothes is an interesting metaphor. Before we put on new clothes we
must what? Take off old clothes. These last thirty years we’ve been wearing a
crimson Jesus brand shirt with a Politico Warehouse brand blazer.
The way of Jesus is not an and paradigm: mix Christendom and politics.
The way of Jesus is an only paradigm: Just Jesus. Do not add water. (Ok, maybe
baptismal water.)
We must clothe ourselves with the way of Jesus, only. In Jesus’ time, ordinary
people didn’t have two closets of clothing like we do now. Now we have workout
clothes, work clothes, play clothes, go out to dinner clothes, formal clothes. We
have a different set of clothes for whatever we do.
In the first century for Paul to write “clothe yourself,” it meant the clothes one
wore everywhere. In other words, live like Jesus everywhere you go and in every
situation.
One of the themes Paul wrote to churches about was calling them to quit getting
sucked into to the ways of the culture. He called them to consistently live in the
way of Jesus, all day, every day, in all ways: put on this one set of Jesus clothes
and wear them everywhere.
In America, I’m afraid our clothes metaphor fits too well. Just like we dress
differently for different environments, so too we clothe our personality and actions
based on the situation. It’s ok to act like politicians when we’re in a political
conversation. It’s ok to use different language on the golf course. It’s ok to root for
the affair when watching a movie about “true love.”
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The way of Jesus is to be clothed in the way of Christ all of the time. So if you can
engage in politics and fully be clothed in a Colossians 3:12-17 manner, great. If
you can’t, your worship is divided. You’re wearing two different sets of clothes
simultaneously, which God warns us of:
“…be sure that your faith is in God alone. Do not waver, for a person with divided
loyalty is as unsettled as a wave of the sea that is blown and tossed by the wind.
Such people should not expect to receive anything from the Lord. Their loyalty is
divided between God and the world, and they are unstable in everything they do.”
James 1:6-8 NLT
So allow me to ask a tough question. Is it possible we put so much faith in politics
because we don’t fully trust God? Do we really believe God is in control? Do we
really believe He cares enough about us?
Is it possible our political zeal is misplaced zeal for Jesus? Is it possible our
political zeal reveals an incomplete faith in God?
I wonder what our world might look like if all who called themselves Christian
would put all their political energy, emotion and heart into the great commission
and the greatest commandment, at the peril of their politics.
A simpler way to say that is, what if we all lived the way of Jesus all day every
day?
Ok, how?
Before we put on new clothes, we must first strip; remove our old clothes.
The way we remove our old clothes is through awareness.
Listen to our words.
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Be in tune with our attitudes.
Look at our social media posts.
Stop watching TV shows & websites that fan our political flames.
Take every thought captive.
Ask our friends to help in our awareness.
We cannot embrace the way of Jesus without first, removing our old political
clothing.
What does it look like to remove my old clothes and put on new ones?
1.) Never lead politically. Always lead with the way of Jesus.
Let the fruit of the spirit always be our first step. Let politics be something we pay
attention to and involve ourselves in on a level of golf, Pinterest, or other like
hobbies (that is, unless we worship our hobbies). Let us not be defined by politics.
If politics is a vice—if it is strongly rooted in us, we should treat it as an addiction
or a stronghold.
If watching cable news shows gets us worked up, turn them off! I’ve never seen
the way of Jesus exhibited or authentically promoted through MSNBC or Fox
News. What we expose our mind to determines what we believe. What we believe
determines how we behave.
2.) Avoid responding or interacting with people by our positions, what we are for
or against. Instead, try, “Tell me your story of…” Or, “What happened in your life
that’s led you to that conviction?”
After they respond, remember that the way of Jesus is not to set people straight.
The people Jesus set straight were religious people who were jacking up the way of
Christ. Respond in a way that values relationship more than ideals.
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Jesus wants us to be love ambassadors, not position police.
If we don’t have a personal story about a subject, say homosexuality, perhaps we
should just listen. Trust me, gay people are not wondering where we stand on
homosexuality. What’s in question to them is our stand on unconditional love,
grace and acceptance.
I have a lot of political frustration. What do I do with that? How do I get rid
of it?
3.) Pray. Prayer is the spiritual conduit that brings the power of the Holy Spirit into
the physical and the emotional. Prayer reminds us that there is a God who loves us
and He is larger than any frustration. He created everything and will make
everything straight again.
“Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything...”
Philippians 4:6 NLT
Prayer takes our worrisome worldviews and submits them to God’s perspective of
our life. And lest we forget, prayer changes us. Look at this passage.
“I urge you, first of all, to pray for all people. Ask God to help them; intercede on
their behalf, and give thanks for them. Pray this way for kings and all who are in
authority so that we can live peaceful and quiet lives marked by godliness and
dignity. This is good and pleases God our Savior, who wants everyone to be saved
and to understand the truth. For there is only one God and one Mediator who can
reconcile God and humanity—the man Christ Jesus. He gave his life to purchase
freedom for everyone. This is the message God gave to the world at just the right
time.”
1 Timothy 2:1-6 NLT
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Note in this passage that we pray for kings and all who are in authority (presidents,
governors, mayors etc.), but our focus and hope is in not in them.
There is only one God, one Mediator who can reconcile God and humanity—Jesus
the Christ. He is our focus, our obsession, our hope and our message. 1 Timothy 2
tells us to pray for leaders but hope in God!
Worry is the way of politics and reveals a lack of faith.
Bold faith is the way of Jesus and produces peace in unsettling times.
4.) Read and meditate on the Bible often. This is how we clearly expose our life to
the way of Jesus. As we soak up the Bible more, we will see how radically
different we should be from our culture, from politics. There is no better way to
clothe one’s self in the ways of Christ than through His Word. Reading the Bible
builds up our faith in Jesus and reduces the influence of politics to an appropriate
place in our life.
5.) As we take off our old political clothes we may find our old friend, fear, hiding
in a seldom used pocket. And fear says that if we don’t act politically, our country
will somehow be taken from us, become something we don’t want it to become, or
that we’ll cease to be a Christian nation.
As Paul said, “Fear not.”
“For God has not given us a spirit of fear and timidity, but of power, love, and
self-discipline.”
2 Timothy 1:7 NLT
Fear is part of a political war paradigm. We fear losing. We fear that our enemy
will win. In the way of Jesus there are no sides. Every human is a potential brother
or sister in Christ, not our enemy. And as we suit up in the clothes of Christ, Paul
says it comes not with fear and timidity, but with power, love and self-discipline.
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The way of Jesus is to be in the world but not of the world.
The world says our hope is in politics.
If our political side fails, it all goes to hell in a handbag.
Jesus says our hope should be fully in Him.
Do not serve two masters--politics and God.
Our faith must be fully rooted in Jesus.
As we take off our old clothes, letting go of our political idols, let us be known in
this nation and across the globe as people caught up in and consumed by the way
of Jesus. Let us be people who have put on a complete Jesus-brand suit! Let this
passage be true of us:
“And now the word of the Lord is ringing out from you to people everywhere, even
beyond Macedonia and Achaia, for wherever we go we find people telling us about
your faith in God.
We don’t need to tell them about it, for they keep talking about the wonderful
welcome you gave us and how you turned away from idols to serve the living and
true God.”
1 Thessalonians 1:8-9 NLT
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eight
Conclusion: A Village, a Shaman and Argumose
Back in the village of the Weerights and the Neverrongs, after decades of
Argumose entangling the Shaman’s teaching, a prophet arose.
He shown a light upon the twisted ways of Argumose and how it had actually kept
the Shaman’s teaching from touching the hearts of so many of the villagers.
The villagers who loved the Shaman didn’t like that the prophet was calling them
away from the ways of Argumose. They loved the familiar. They even
unknowingly loved how Argumose got them worked up.
The prophet would not give up, as is the stubborn nature of prophets. Little by little
he helped them see that their Argumosive ways of positions and viewing fellow
villagers as enemies had corrupted the Shaman’s teachings.
In time, it was as if the prophet had given them fresh eyes, allowing them to see
other villagers, not as enemies, but as potential friends. This sounds crazy, but they
stopped looking down on villagers with different beliefs; they now looked them in
the eye. And some, even looked at others as better than themselves.
The prophet showed them how Argumose had blinded them from the life-changing
truth of the Shaman. He exposed the lies of the Weerights and the Neverrongs:
If you disagree with a fellow villager’s lifestyle, you must fight against them.
To love a fellow villager means you agree with everything they believe or do.
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“Those are hideous lies! Actions that follow those words dishonor and embarrass
the Shaman,” the prophet proclaimed as he beat his walking stick upon the ground.
“Listen to me. The truth is you can disagree with someone’s ways and lifestyle
without fearing or hating them. The truth is that loving someone doesn’t mean you
agree with everything they believe and do,” proclaimed the prophet.
He helped the Shaman’s followers understand that just because you have genuine
compassions for someone, it doesn’t mean you’re compromising your convictions
and way of life.
The villagers who weren’t that into the Shaman took notice of the prophet’s words.
To them, the idea of villagers who were into the Shaman but not into Argumose
was intriguingly attractive.
The villagers who weren’t that into the Shaman began to be more open to the
Shaman’s ideas as his followers led the village in the ways of love, civility and
valuing all people.
This surprised both groups.
The Shaman’s followers were amazed how dropping their weapons of positions,
signs, and verbal slings, and picking up seemingly passive ways of loving and
valuing all people, brought people together and honored the Shaman.
And the people who were not that into the Shaman were amazed because for the
first time, they noticed that the Shaman’s followers were actually different from
everyone else in the village.
Different, yet more approachable.
Different, yet ironically, more in common.
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Different, yet attractive--a word not heretofore widely associated with the
Shaman’s followers.
And as the Shaman’s followers let loose the grip of Argumose, their hands were
now more available to help and befriend others--people they never would have
considered before.
Ever so slowly, the prophet’s charge of the perils of intertwining Argumose with
the Shaman’s teachings started gaining ground among the villagers who loved the
Shaman.
As the Shaman’s followers, one by one, untied themselves from the ways of
Argumose, the Shaman’s teaching flourished. His followers began to grow in depth
and number. And the people grew in the ways of the Shaman like never before.
And the Shaman smiled a broad smile, from his soul to his lips.
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nine
Epilogue
To those who serve.
As I’ve written this book, I’ve thought about friends I know who are politicians.
It’s important that we have legislators and people who hold all kinds of political
office. They govern. They keep law and order, which is a noble calling. I am
thankful and appreciative of their service.
My hope is that all followers of Christ who hold political office are first and
foremost sons or daughters of the Most High and then politicians secondly. Every
job, political ones included, can be done to the glory of God. I pray that be so.
And to those who hold office and do not embrace Jesus, I am equally thankful for
their sacrificial service. I urge them to serve with high character, high ideals and
lead from integrity, civility and humility.
I imagine some will read this and ask, “Is it ok to be involved in politics? I’m
passionate about it!”
The answer is yes, as long as we are able to be involved in a way that we haven’t
sacrificed or lessened the calling of being Christ’s ambassadors. As long as it does
not reduce our influence with people in the name of Jesus. As long as we are able
to love all people in the process. As long as our methods are loving. As long as we
don’t see the other side as our enemy. But as I write this, I wonder if that is truly
possible.
Some will say, “Wasn’t Martin Luther King political? Isn’t that ok?”
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Dr. King didn’t align himself with a party as much as he championed and led a
movement for change against injustice. He did so in a respectful, non-violent
manner. He did not put on the clothes and ways of politics to affect political
change. He was clothed in the ways of Jesus as he championed cultural and
societal change.
“I feel someone must remain in the position of non-alignment, so that he can look
objectively at both parties and be the conscience of both—not the servant or
master of either."
"I don't think the Republican party is a party full of the almighty God nor is the
Democratic party. They both have weaknesses ... And I'm not inextricably bound to
either party.”
-Martin Luther King, Jr.
What about voting?
I am a fan of voting. Being that most of us have grown up in a democratic country,
I’m not sure we appreciate the privilege we have to vote freely, without
repercussion. Our forefathers risked, sacrificed, bled and died to create a country
where we all have a voice in the system. Voting is a way to honor the men and
women who paved the way for us. Voting is our unique and significant voice.
The question for people who profess to follow the way of Jesus is,
“Can I vote in an educated and sincere manner while fully believing that the
outcome means little compared to the reign of Jesus in my life?”
Voting is fine. It is a responsible act. It is the exercise of a democratic privilege. It
is doing one’s part. But it is how we react to the process and outcome that makes or
breaks us.
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I am a Colts fan. In 2011 my beloved horseshoe heroes had an embarrassingly
hideous season. If that season had resulted in my demeanor being sullen, negative,
and hard to live with, that would have revealed that the Colts were elevated too
highly in my life. That would have revealed Colts worship, not Colts fanhood.
Likewise, when we take our voting to the extreme;
when our amped fervor for the “right” election results is clear for all to see;
and ultimately when a voting season marks our demeanor in ways other than love,
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control;
those things reveal political worship. And that is not the way of Jesus.
Jesus is fine with Colts fans. (Patriot fans, not-so-much.)
Jesus is fine with political fans.
Jesus is fine with us being fans of all kinds of things as long as we’re first and
foremost wearing His crimson jersey and running His plays, His way.
So vote. But do so in keeping with the way of Jesus:
“But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There is no
law against these things!”
Galatians 5:23 NLT
Voting cautions.
Because a politician appears to have Christian values does not make them a
Christian. This is akin to calling our neighbor a Christian because he/she is always
kind to us, brings us delicious fresh-baked pies and never swears. To be clear, only
Jesus makes Christians.
If you would like to see if I have Christian values, don’t just catch me on Sunday
during the big show. Walk with me. Hang out with me on Wednesday evening
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after I’ve had a day where everything seemed to go wrong and a counseling
session totally blew up. Or simply have a candid off-the-record conversation with
my wife and kids. Whether or not I have Christian values isn’t evident in the
headlines of my life; that evidence is buried eight paragraphs down in the fine
print.
Similarly when a politician is a professing Christian and doesn’t legislate in a way
that you think is God-honoring, that doesn’t mean they are not a Christian. Our
history is full of devout Christians who’ve failed at legislating correctly on issues
of race, equality, segregation and the like. I imagine there are contemporary
Christian politicians who may also be getting it wrong.
But judging whether someone is a Christian based on their legislative decisions is
making a judgment call about their salvation by observing them at work. Can you
imagine if we used that litmus test on people in our churches? “No way Bill can be
a Christian. I used to work for him in Plant 8. Are you kidding me?”
The truth is sometimes people who love Jesus get it wrong in the workplace, even
when the workplace is public office.
So when we vote, let us fully embrace the truth that Jesus loves people equally,
regardless of their party. Jesus loves Constitutionalists, Democrats, Greens,
Independents, Libertarians, Republicans, and even Whigs if there are any of those
relics still hanging around.
Jesus is not confined by a party.
When we vote, we are not voting for Jesus. He’s not running.
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Why write this book?
As a person who was never raised in the church and didn’t come to a real faith
until my twenties, I have a big heart for people outside of Jesus’ family. As our
embrace of politics has turned off people far from God, my heart aches for our loss
of influence with the people Christ died for.
As Christ-followers have become synonymous with Republicans and as Democrats
are seen as liberal godless people, I have been saddened. As one party is seen as
more Christian, and I watch hideous commercials from both parties, I realize what
a sham it’s all become.
As Christians have gotten into bed with politics, it seems our influence with the
culture has been reduced. As I’ve read the Bible through the eyes of one who
didn’t grow up in church, I’ve wondered how the ways of Jesus could ever be
construed or interpreted as being political. His ways are so radically different from
anything in the culture, especially politics.
I wonder how profoundly powerful a movement of Christ-followers could be in
this country if we were to untie ourselves from the political docks. I wonder how
unbelievers would look at us if we were undeniably Jesus-like in our words and
deeds and resembled neither Democrat, Republican, libertarian or whatever.
All I know is that the way of Jesus looks like nothing else in the culture, save from
some heroic Jesus-based non-profits. Any time the way of Jesus fits in with
another part of the culture, we can be sure it’s not the way of Jesus.
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The way of Jesus
“And I command you today: love GOD, your God. Walk in his ways. Keep his
commandments, regulations, and rules so that you will live, really live, live
exuberantly, blessed by GOD, your God…”
Deuteronomy 30:16 The Message
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