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Good Friday 4.6.12          Morgan Young 

Oakbrook Church, Morning Star & 1st Congregational 

 

What would you think, if someone came on the Christian scene right now—maybe 

he was a pastor—maybe he’d done some amazing things in and around his church—

maybe he even written a good Christian book… 

  

But what if this noted Christian said,  

“Christmas isn’t about the birth of Baby Jesus?” 

 

If we were taking a drink when we heard that, we’d probably spit it out all over the 

counter! 

 

We’d be like, “Seriously? That’s heretical---Christmas has been about Immanuel—

God-with-Us for 2,012 years now---this guy is whacked!”  

 

And I shock us with that question--- because it’s not too much to say that what 

Jesus said at the Last Supper--- was that radical to people at that time. 

 

For some 1,500 years, the followers of God celebrated the Passover meal. (repeat) 

A meal that was very deliberate and specific about what and how things were 

prepared and said. 

 

 

In the upper room, Jesus and the apostles celebrated how God delivered the Jewish 

people from Egypt. They celebrated in this meal, how good God was and is. 

 

In this meal they celebrated about that night, when God had told their ancestor 

Moses to instruct God’s people:  

 

Each family must sacrifice one of their nicest lambs—take it’s blood—spread the 

blood of the lamb over the top and sides of their doorframe. 

 

And those dwellings marked with the blood of unblemished lambs—will be a sign—so 

that the plague of death for all first-born sons—will PASS OVER that dwelling. 

 

That’s where the Passover meal comes from. That Passover event in Egypt 

happened . It was real, it wasn’t folklore.  

And God saved the day through Moses and with the blood of lambs. 

 

And in a Passover meal they would sing the Hallel (ha-LAYL)  

which was Psalms 113-118.  
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Let me just read some of the words they sang from Psalm 114—these words that 

Jesus & the 12 sang that night: 

 

When the Israelites escaped from Egypt— 
    when the family of Jacob left that foreign land— 
2 the land of Judah became God’s sanctuary, 

    and Israel became his kingdom. 
 

3 The Red Sea[a] saw them coming and hurried out of their way! 
    The water of the Jordan River turned away. 
4 The mountains skipped like rams, 

    the hills like lambs! 
5 What’s wrong, Red Sea, that made you hurry out of their way? 

    What happened, Jordan River, that you turned away? 
6 Why, mountains, did you skip like rams? 

    Why, hills, like lambs?   
 

7 Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord, 

    at the presence of the God of Jacob. 
8 He turned the rock into a pool of water; 

    yes, a spring of water flowed from solid rock. 
 

And so for 1,500 years, God’s people sang those words and understood the history 

of those words as they celebrated the Passover meal.  

 

(SELAH) 

 

But in the upper room, after some 1,500 years of Passover meals…Jesus does 

something that always disturbs God followers:  

 

He breaks from tradition. Jesus innovates. 

 

 

He says just four words…four words that 

 divide the world and unite all followers of Christ. 

 

Words that divide religions…words that unite us tonight and every night: 

 

 “This is my body.” 

 

 

Those 4 words had NO PLACE in the Passover ritual.  

 

This is supposed to be about lambs, Moses, Jewish forefathers, God’s goodness, 

God’s provision. Everything eaten & said in a Passover meal, means something 

specifically. It’s not a place for being creative! 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm%20114&version=NLT#fen-NLT-15802a
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But Jesus passes the bread, and breaks from 1,500 years of religion and tradition: 

 

“This is my body.” 

 

When Jesus said those words—in that moment-- it must have sounded so 

nonsensical that the apostles could not have understood it. 

 

When they heard “This is my body”… 

 

They had no idea how that night and the next days are going to play out. They had 

no idea that, that very night, they would all scatter and run for their very lives. 

 

“This is my body.” 

“This is my blood of a new covenant.”  

 

Those words only make sense after seeing (or reading about) Jesus being  

beaten, 

whipped,  

nailed naked to a cross. 

 

Those words only make sense after Jesus reappears three days after his death--

telling them that He will be with them until the end of the age. 

 

 

And on that night, Jesus and the 12 also sang these verses from the Hallel (Ha-

LAYL)— 

these words that tie together what was happening in that last supper and what was 

being unknowingly (to them) unleashed for all humanity: 

 

They sang Psalm 116:12-13 

 

What can I offer the Lord 

For all he has done for me? 

I will lift up the cup of salvation 

And praise the Lord’s name for saving me. 

 

Jesus with his followers in that upper room, sang those words…in the midst of the 

first communion! 

 

And they are our words tonight—and every day: 

 

“Lord, what can I ever offer you 

For all you have done for me? 
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I will lift up the cup of salvation 

And praise the Lord’s name because you saved me!” 

 

And so tonight…together…we remember what Christ submitted himself to. 

 

We remember that although Jesus prayed to God the Father to take this “cup” from 

Him—he submitted, “ .” Not my will, but thy will be done

 

And he allowed his body to be brutalized. 

And he allowed his blood to drip from his wounds. 

He allowed those he came to save…to nail him to a cross. 

 

He allowed himself to be the last unblemished Sacrificial Lamb--- 

 

Whose blood saves us… 

Redeems us… 

Frees us… 

Whose Spirit leads us 

 

(communion) 

 


